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Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on H.B. 189.

I want to thank Representative Hall for recognizing the work already being done in parts of the state,
including Wood County, which I’'m proud to represent. This bill is about keeping schools safe. What we’re
doing with this legislation is taking those strong, local practices and ensuring that every public and chartered
nonpublic school in Ohio has access to the same protective tools, standards, and support. H.B. 189 establishes a
consistent, statewide process for identifying and managing potential behavioral threats in our schools.

Importantly, this approach brings together educators and safety personnel — and ensures decisions include
input from those who know the student. It’s not punitive; it’s practical, preventative, and student-centered.
We’re requiring annual, role-based training for school personnel and providing tools to support, not burden, our
educators. The portal is secure, access is carefully controlled, and it complies with all privacy laws. H.B. 189 is
a vital step toward a safer, more responsive school environment for every Ohio student.

Thank you, and I’d be happy to answer any questions.
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