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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and members of the House

Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of
House Bill 117.

My name is Jermaine Ferguson, and I serve on the Marysville Exempted Village School District
Board of Education in Union County and submit this testimony on to reflect my personal views
and not my Board of Education.

The Pledge of Allegiance Act will require districts to adopt a policy establishing a time and
manner for the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance and encourage schools to develop and
implement lessons related to the American Flag and the Pledge of Allegiance.

As a parent, as a veteran of the United States Marine Corps, and as a school board member, civic
education and an environment that cultivates ones’ own sense of patriotism matters very much to
me. Our children and our students often grab ahold of and emulate the values and the traditions
that we adults reflect in our daily actions. To set aside time every day for students and staff to
willingly recite the Pledge of Allegiance and to encourage civic education at all grade levels will
help strengthen an environment that will help cultivate the patriotism among our next generation.

When our world was rocked by the horrific and senseless terrorist attacks on 9/11, I was in the 6
grade in a classroom with students who had just recited the Pledge of Allegiance mere moments
before the TV’s turned on to expose us to one of the darkest days in our history. But it was not
the attack that left an impression on me, but it was how every day Americans responded by
coming together, displaying the U.S. flag, proudly standing side by side with both neighbor and
stranger, united. The patriotism that the adults in my world showed positively impacted my value
system as a child. We hope that America never experiences a tragedy of that scale again, but I
hope that we can experience that unity and love of Country again.

I am proud to say that my own school district has maintained a board policy that requires our
school buildings to set the time and manner for students to recite the pledge daily, prohibits the
altering of the words recited, and protects the right of the individual to be excused from
participation. This policy has remained in place since 1995. As a parent, I know that my own
children who are students recite the pledge of allegiance daily. Our policy and practice align with
the provisions in H.B. 117. To the best of my knowledge, we have not received any complaints
from parents, students, or staff due to our Pledge policy.



Before I conclude, I must admit that I am a strong proponent of local control and believe that all
school districts should willingly implement similar policies without action required by our state
legislator. Yet, I also agree that the successful passage of The Pledge of Allegiance Act will

encourage civic education at all grade levels and will strengthen an environment that will help
cultivate patriotism among all students in every community across Ohio.

I appreciate your time and consideration.



