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Chairwoman Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson and members of the 
House Education Committee: 
 
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to submit written proponent testimony to House Bill 
117. My name is Jonah Thomas Pichette, and I submit this written testimony as an individual, not 
representative of any place of employment, board or commission of which I am affiliated.  
 
I am a proud high school government educator, and thoroughly believe that it is part of my duty to 
make sure my students leave the classroom with a comprehensive understanding of the system of 
government we live under in addition to the history of it. I am confident I am successful in reaching 
this objective, as my students demonstrate incredible levels of proficiency on the state tests.  
 
Over the course of the class, one of the lessons we cover is on the Pledge of Allegiance. Where 
students and I have a discussion on its history, the meaning of the words, and why it is said. Students 
then build a presentation on further research on the history, timeline of changes, meaning of words, 
and how it is used today for official meetings and throughout schools.  
 
This is an important lesson in the class as not only are students able to learn more about why the 
Pledge is said, what it really means to pledge allegiance to the United States of America, and how it 
has changed since its creation in 1892. But seeing as my district only provides the opportunity to 
present the Pledge once a week, this gives students more exposure to a tradition that promotes 
patriotic spirit.  
 
In summary, I am a proponent of HB 117. This bill promotes patriotism, civic responsibility and 
allows the opportunity for daily recitation of the Pledge, while still allowing those with religious and 
other convictions to opt-out as is their right under the U.S. Constitution.  I urge you to pass HB 117.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and care of my opinion on the matter. I would welcome questions 
from any member of the committee at any time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jonah Thomas Pichette 


