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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and esteemed members of the
House Education committee, thank you for allowing me to provide testimony in support of House Bill
117.

| am David Root, a US Navy Veteran of the Vietnam War. | am a Legislative Chairman for the
Department of Ohio, Veterans of Foreign Wars and a past State Commander. My testimony normally
is on behalf of the Ohio VFW but this time | choose to do so as a patriotic citizen of our great country
and wonderful state.

Congress formally recognized the Pledge of Allegiance and included it as part of the federal Flag Code
in 1942, the same year my father enlisted in the United States Navy. | learned the Pledge of Allegiance
at an early age from my mother and father and then began reciting it every day in school. When |
joined Cub Scouts, we recited it at every den meeting. My mother, the Den Mother, made sure we
did.

A few years after | first learned it, | had to learn a new version because President Eisenhower had
approved a congressional resolution that added the words "under God" to the pledge. We all talked
about it in Scouts, in school and in church.

That tradition continued throughout my years in school and in scouts. The Pledge of Allegiance was a
part of everyone's life. We were taught what the words meant, why we put our hands over our heart
or saluted when we were in uniform, and why it was so important to never forget it and to always
treat it with respect. Over the years it became a friend in a way.

Many years later | found myself back in Cub Scouts when my son joined. | discovered that the Pledge
was still taught and recited before every den meeting. When | joined Girl Scouts with my daughter, |
learned that they did the same before every one of their meetings. When | joined the VFW and later
the American Legion, | discovered that no meeting ever began without reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance. It was a friend that was everywhere.

Five years ago, | came to the Ohio Statehouse to testify for the first time. | was a nervous reck. | found
myself in the House Armed Services and Veterans Affairs Committee —even the name sounded
formidable. The Committee Chair was Rick Perales and the first thing he did after calling the meeting
to order was ask everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

| stood and rendered a salute just like | used to do in Cub Scouts nearly seventy years earlier. It was
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like an old friend. Words that were familiar, reassuring, and calming. By the time we finished | felt

much better. | got up and delivered my testimony. When | was finished, Chairman Perales gave me
that big toothy smile of his and said, “You’ve done this before, haven’t you?” No, Sir. But my good

friend got me through it.

Representative Richardson, a West Point Graduate and decorated war veteran, along with
Representative Brennan, a retired schoolteacher who for thirty years taught American government,
law, history, social studies and economics courses in middle school and high school sponsored HB
117. Their bill will not force anyone to do something against their beliefs, but it will ensure that all
students become exposed to the Pledge of Allegiance and more importantly it encourages the
educators of Ohio’s children to develop and implement lessons that are related to the American Flag
and the Pledge of Allegiance as a tool to promote excellent citizenship skills.

Chair Fowler Arthur and members of the committee, | urge you to support their bill, favorably pass it
out of committee and then encourage your colleagues in the House to pass it as soon as possible.

House Bill 117 has my full support, and | hope all of you will give it yours as well.

The Pledge truly is our friend.



