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Chairman Fowler Authur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and members of the
Education House Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of House Bill 117. My name is
Tiffany Nuhfer, and I am an agriscience education teacher and FFA Advisor with 13 years of
experience in Ohio’s education system. I teach at Willard High School in Willard, Ohio. Our
district resides in a small rural community of Huron County. Along with my role as teacher and
advisor, I also serve on our district leadership team, head our PBIS initiatives, and am the Purple
Star liaison for our district.

But the role that puts me before you today, to testify in favor of the Pledge of Allegiance Act, is
that of a member of the Willard Community Honor Committee. Our committee is made up of me
and three other high school teachers, Courtney Carnahan (HS English), Cathy Weaver (HS Social
Studies and Government), and Jason Ratliff (Health and Teen Leadership). We created the
Community Honor Committee in 2017 with a simple goal of creating connections between our
students and the community by honoring those who have served in the US Military or are
currently serving. We knew that there was a gap that needed to be bridged between our students,
Veterans, community members, our school district, and our stakeholders.

What started simply as a Veteran’s Day program has grown into numerous efforts put forth by
not just our committee, but our entire school district- students and teachers alike, our community,
local businesses, and now state and national organization partnerships. I'd like to share just a few
of those efforts with you today. Our committee, with the work of our students, is currently
spearheading:

e Annual Veterans Day assemblies are attended by students in K-12, staff, and the
community.

e Military Appreciation Nights during football and basketball games, where we partner
with the opposing team's community to honor all the Veterans in attendance

e A Hometown Hero Banner Program, which honors local veterans with patriotic
banners throughout our community

e In partnership with the City of Willard, we contributed to the repainting of our city
water tower in red, white, and blue, standing as a prominent salute to our veterans.

o Wreaths Across America wreath placement, ensuring our local cemeteries are
adorned with symbols of respect.

e Strong partnerships with our local American Legion, including flag placement on
veterans’ graves.



Honor Flight and Honor Flight Guardians support.
Sponsoring and participating in the Huron County Honor Bus, providing our students
opportunities to engage with veterans.

e We are currently in the planning and design phase of a local veterans' memorial, in
partnership with the City of Willard.

These moments create a deeper connection to the values that define our country. I've watched my
students—many from diverse backgrounds—grow in their appreciation for the freedoms they
enjoy and take pride in their role as future citizens.

I stand before you today as a public school teacher who has seen firsthand how expressions of
patriotism in the classroom and the community can inspire a sense of unity, respect, and civic
responsibility among students, community members, and stakeholders alike. Reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance each day provides students with a consistent reminder of the values our nation
stands for—liberty, justice, unity, and loyalty. It creates a shared moment of reflection and
respect, reinforcing a sense of national identity and belonging. Especially in a diverse classroom,
the pledge becomes a unifying tradition that emphasizes what we have in common as Americans.
Over time, this daily practice helps students develop a deeper appreciation for their country,
encourages civic pride, and fosters a commitment to the responsibilities of citizenship. It’s a
small act that carries powerful meaning, shaping students’ understanding of what it means to be
part of something greater than themselves.

Patriotism in the classroom doesn't promote any one political view; rather, it encourages students
to think critically, engage respectfully, and contribute meaningfully to their communities. That
foundation strengthens both their character, their education, and Ohio school districts.

In closing, I support House Bill 117 because I believe our responsibility as teachers, advisors,
parents, community members, and Americans- to help shape not just knowledgeable students,
but informed, engaged, and responsible citizens. Teaching patriotism is a key part of that
mission. It’s not about promoting blind loyalty—it’s about helping students understand and
appreciate the freedoms they enjoy, the sacrifices made to secure those freedoms, and the
importance of participating in and improving our democracy.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Tiffany Nuhfer

Agriscience Educator and FFA Advisor
Willard Community Honor Committee
Willard High School

Willard, Ohio



