Good afternoon, Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member
Robinson, and members of the Ohio House Education Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today as a proponent of the bill to bring
the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance back into Ohio classrooms. My
name is Henry Kessler better known as “Tony”, and | am here not only as an
advocate for this proposal but as someone who deeply values the foundational
principles of unity, liberty, and civic pride that the Pledge represents.

| stand before you today not just as a concerned citizen, but as a proud veteran of
the United States Navy. For six years, | served this nation with unwavering
dedication, raising my right hand in solemn oath to defend our country—up to and
including giving my life if necessary. That oath was not just words; it was a
commitment to the ideals that made America strong, free, and united.

It is with that same deep sense of patriotism that | emphasize the importance of
children in our schools reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. This simple yet profound
tradition instills in them the values upon which our nation was founded —respect,
unity, and a commitment to democracy.

The Pledge of Allegiance is not just a collection of words. It is a powerful and
timeless affirmation of our shared values as citizens of the United States. Every
time we recite it, we are reminded of the ideals enshrined in our Constitution, the
pursuit of justice, the enduring promise of liberty, and the collective commitment
to being one nation, indivisible. For generations, the recitation of the Pledge in
schools has served as a daily moment to reflect on these principles, to connect
with something larger than us, and to foster a sense of belonging among students
from all walks of life.

When students recite the pledge, they are not just repeating words; they are
engaging in a daily civic exercise that reinforces their role in our shared national
identity. In a time when division threatens our cohesion, the pledge reminds us
that despite our differences, we stand together as one nation. It fosters a sense of
belonging and duty, teaching young minds that being an American is about more
than where you live—it is about the principles you uphold.



The words of the pledge also connect children to the sacrifices made by
generations of service members who have fought to protect the freedoms they
now enjoy. By engaging in this tradition, they gain a deeper understanding of
liberty, justice, and democracy—values that must be nurtured to ensure the
continued strength of our republic.

Education should not just focus on academics but also on cultivating responsible,
engaged citizens. When our children learn the significance of allegiance to their
country, they develop a foundation of civic responsibility and patriotism that will
serve them throughout their lives.

As we look around our society today, we see a growing need to reintroduce
opportunities for young people to connect with their civic identity. In a world that
is increasingly divided, the Pledge offers a moment of unity and shared purpose. In
classrooms, it becomes more than just a ritual—it is a teaching moment, a chance
for educators to discuss the meaning of words like "allegiance," "indivisible," and
"liberty." It opens doors to conversations about history, government, and the

sacrifices made to protect the freedoms we hold dear.

| understand that some may express concerns about mandating the Pledge in
schools, but | want to emphasize that this bill does not infringe upon individual
rights. The United States Supreme Court has upheld that no student can be
compelled to participate in reciting the Pledge. Participation remains voluntary,
respecting personal beliefs and freedoms. What this bill seeks to do is to ensure
that the opportunity to engage in this meaningful tradition is not lost.

Reinstating the daily Pledge of Allegiance in Ohio classrooms is about more than
words - it is about nurturing future generations who are not only academically
equipped but also civically minded. It is about giving students a moment to pause,
to reflect on what it means to be part of this great nation, and to appreciate the
ideals that unite us.

By supporting this bill, we are investing in the character of our students and the
strength of our communities. We are affirming that fostering a sense of unity,
respect, and national pride is as important as any academic subject we teach.



In closing, | urge you to support this bill to bring the Pledge of Allegiance back into
our classrooms. Let us give Ohio’s students the opportunity to start their day with a
simple but profound reminder of the values we all hold dear. Thank you for your
time and your consideration of this important matter.
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