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Good morning Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and 

members of the House Education Committee. Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My 

name is Grace Barcus. I am a Life Scout and the Senior Patrol Leader for Scouting America 

Troop 777 (Girls) from Marysville, Ohio; I am also a Sophomore at Marysville Early College High 

School, and I am here to give my full support for House Bill 117, the Pledge of Allegiance Act.  

 

Every morning from Kindergarten until 8th grade, I stood proud and recited the Pledge of 

Allegiance at the start of every school day. As we said the Pledge of Allegiance, I would think 

about how my father was serving in the Army in Afghanistan. I would think about my 

grandfather, who served in Vietnam, and my great-grandfather, who served in World War II. I 

always felt extremely proud to be able to honor them and others serving our country every 

morning.However, when I entered high school, that tradition stopped. My high school doesn’t 

have us say the Pledge of Allegiance, so I make sure that when I get the chance, I say it with all 

my heart and soul at every Scout meeting, Court of Honor, and flag ceremony I attend or lead.  

 

This bill will help students around the state learn to appreciate what the Pledge of 

Allegiance means to families with friends and relatives serving our country. This will also teach 

students what our country stands for, so that when they grow up and start voting, they can 

choose to vote for people who stand for what our country was built on.  

 

So, I ask you to please consider my testimony and vote yes for House Bill 117, the 

Pledge of Allegiance Act. Thank you, everyone, for letting me come and speak to you today. I 

will now answer any questions you may have. 


