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Good morning, Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and 

members of the Ohio House Education Committee.  

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Evan Holshu. I am a Freshman at 

Marysville Early College High School in Marysville, Ohio and I am a Troop Guide inScouting 

America Scout Troop 101. I also play violin in an orchestra, tuba with my school band, and I play 

high school baseball. I am here to support the entirety of House Bill 117.  

 

I have lived in America my whole life. I was born in Columbus and raised in Marysville. I have 

had many opportunities to grow physically, mentally, and spiritually throughout my life. This 

would not be possible without the sacrifices that our military makes for us. The flag represents 

that sacrifice and the least we can do is pledge to the flag that we will protect our nation. This 

would remind students that we are so free and have so many things given to us from others' 

sacrifices, and remind them of the sacrifices our soldiers have made for us.  

 

I believe this bill would impact our local schools by shining a light on the sacrifices that have 

been made for them to be here today. This bill would also encourage kids to learn more about 

their American heritage and understand the United States' history on a deeper level. House Bill 

117 will also strengthen our community under the unity of understanding the country we live in 

and understanding what the pledge of allegiance means, how to live it, and how to be a better 

citizen of the United States. 

  

I was asked to testify by Representative Richardson for House Bill 117 as a Scout, and students 

and teachers across the state will be impacted by this bill. I ask that you please consider my 

testimony and vote yes on House Bill 117. Thank you. I'm happy to answer any questions. 


