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H.B. 117 Enact The Pledge of Allegiance Act 
 
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson Jr., and Members of the 
Ohio House of Representatives Education Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to address this committee today. I am Don McCauley, the 
Executive Director for the American Veterans (AMVETS) Department of Ohio. As a veteran, 
parent, and the spouse and father of educators, I have seen firsthand the positive impact of 
the Pledge of Allegiance on our students. It instills a sense of pride, unity, and respect for our 
nation. This personal experience underscores my dedicated support for the proposed 
legislation that would require all public schools in Ohio to begin each school day with the 
recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. One of the local television stations in central Ohio has a 
pledge every morning, with classrooms around central Ohio reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
You can see how proud the students seem to be. I have seen my daughter's first-grade class on 
television several times, which brings me a sense of pride. I also know of schools that, by 
choice, do not recite the pledge, and the only reason there is a flag in the classroom is because 
the teacher purchased it; this should be disheartening to all of us.  

The Pledge of Allegiance is not just a tradition, but a powerful symbol of our shared values: 
unity, liberty, and justice. In a time when our nation often feels divided, the Pledge serves as a 
poignant reminder to our youth that despite our differences, we are united as Americans. 

mailto:dmccauley@ohamvets.org


960 Checkrein Avenue, Columbus, OH, 43229-1107 
(p) 614.431.6990  (f) 614.431.6991  admin@ohamvets.org  ohamvets.org 

Reciting the Pledge is more than a routine; it is a practice that instills a profound sense of civic 
responsibility, patriotism, and Americanism in our students. It connects them to the principles 
upon which our nation was founded and fosters a deep respect for the freedoms we enjoy. 
This daily practice can shape a lifelong understanding of citizenship and national identity for 
many students, especially those in their formative years. Moreover, studies have shown that 
such practices can positively impact students' academic performance, leading to improved 
attendance, higher grades, and a greater sense of community within the school. The Pledge of 
Allegiance can contribute to a more engaged and successful student body by enhancing their 
understanding of civic duty and respect for our nation. 

It is crucial to note that this legislation does not infringe on the constitutional rights of 
students who choose not to recite the Pledge for personal or religious reasons. This bill 
ensures that this opportunity is provided in every public school daily while also respecting our 
students' diverse beliefs and values, fostering an inclusive environment for all. No student will 
be left out, and every voice will be heard. This commitment to inclusivity is a fundamental 
aspect of the legislation and should reassure the committee and the public about its fairness 
and respect for individual rights. 

Ohio already leads in many areas of public education. By reaffirming our commitment to 
patriotism and civic unity through daily recitation of the Pledge, we further strengthen the 
character and foundation of our schools. 

I respectfully urge this committee and the full House to support this legislation. It is a crucial 
step in ensuring that every child in Ohio's public schools can begin each day by honoring the 
nation they are a part of. Let us not delay in making this positive change for our students. Your 
support for this legislation is vital, and I urge you to consider its potential impact on our 
students and our nation. 

Thank you for your time and your service to the people of Ohio. I am open to any questions or 
further discussions you may have on this matter. I urge you to consider this legislation's 
positive impact on our students and our nation, and I respectfully request your support for 
H.B. 117. 


