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H.B. 117 Pledge of Allegiance Act 
 
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson Jr., and Members of the 
Ohio House of Representatives Education Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to address this committee today. I am Merle Pratt, the 
Legislative Chairman for the American Veterans (AMVETS) Department of Ohio. As a Navy 
veteran, the Pledge of Allegiance is very important to me as it should be for all American 
citizens.  Just last week, we honored those who made the ultimate sacrifice for their 
allegiance to this country, as well as, all the Veterans who have passed.  I spoke at an 
American Legion Memorial Day Ceremony at the Old Union Cemetery and the Linden 
Memorial Day Ceremony in Columbus.  Unfortunately, the attendance at both of these 
ceremonies was low.  We need to remind people that freedom is not free.   

The American Legion has an Americanism Program that has public and private high school 
students take an Americanism and Government test.  I have graded these tests and was 
disappointed by the low scores of the students.   It also has an oratorial contest and Boys 
and Girls State.  The AMVETS has an Americanism Program for students K-12.  It involves 
having students draw a U.S. flag, create a poster or write an essay.  I serve as an advisor for 
the AMVETS Service Foundation.  Last month, the Foundation awarded 47 $1,000 
scholarships to students.  As you can see, veteran service organizations believe that it is 
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important to teach our children to respect the U.S. flag and honor our Veterans.  Hopefully, 
some of them will decide to serve in one of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

The Pledge of Allegiance is only a start in teaching our children the importance and privilege 
of being an American citizen.  We all must ensure that our children are being taught the 
history of this great nation, how this great nation is governed and to respect and honor those 
who made and keep this a great nation. 

Thank you for your time and your service to the people of Ohio. I urge you to consider this 
legislation's positive impact on our children and our nation, and I respectfully request your 
support for H.B. 117.  I am open to any questions or further discussions you may have on 
this matter. 

 

 
 


