Hello and good morning,

My name is Gary R. Skelley Jrl am writing to the Ohio Assembly today to talk about House Bill 117.

When | went to school we said the Pledge of Allegiance every morning. | say the Pledge of Allegiance
every week at our Scout meeting and just this past weekend | attended a Scouting event held this
past weekend at Camp Falling Rock which located at 12637 Houseshell Rd Saint Louisvl Ohio
43071. Which is only about an hour five minutes from the State House. The reason | bring this up is
because after raising the flag we said the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Pledge of Allegiance serves as a reminder of what others have sacrificed to provide us our
liberty and freedom.

Every time | say the Pledge | think about all the brave men and women that sacrificed their lives for
this great country. | also think about the people in my life that | know that have served. | am PROUD
of the Flag and what it’s stands for.

The Pledge acts as a consent reminder of our country’s history.

There are two rules in history. Rule #1 DO NOT LET HISTORY REPEAT ITSELF! Rule #2 of history is to
teach the history, pass it along to the next generation. By saying the Pledge every day in school it
should remind the students of what this country has gone through as a nation good or bad.

| am PROUD to say the Pledge of Allegiance, | am proud of this great nation and to it also serves as a
way to say Thank you to all that served.

If we stop saying the Pledge of Allegiance we are breaking rule #2 of history, we will no longer be
sharing the story. This is why we need to say the Pledge everyday. The Pledge of Allegiance serves as
a reminder where we came from and where we our going as a nation. Please keep the Pledge of
Allegiance be said every day.

Thankyou.

Gary R. Skelley Jr



