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Chair Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and member of the House 

Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on HB 415, the Creating a 

Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair, or CROWN, act.  

 

In 2017, Malachia Wattley was forced out of his high school in Toledo for wearing dreadlocks. In 

2020, Asten Johnson was told he was not able to return to his elementary school in Cincinnati 

because of his dreadlocks. What message does this send to students about their school’s priorities? 

What damage does this do to their confidence and self-image?  

 

House Bill 415 is the third introduction of the CROWN Act in Ohio. It was introduced by 

Representatives Brent and Hicks Hudson as HB 668 in the 134th General Assembly and as House 

Bill 178 during the 135th General Assembly by Representative Brent and I. House Bill 178 was 

successfully passed out of the House Civil Justice Committee and on the House floor but was 

unsuccessful in the Senate. HB 415 mirrors the language passed by the House during the 135th 

General Assembly, limiting its provision to only public schools.  

 

Ohio is not alone in seeking to pass the CROWN act. There are currently 27 states who have 

enacted the CROWN act including Kentucky, Tennessee, Texas, and Florida. Additionally, the 

CROWN Act has been introduced at the federal level as HR 1638 and S. 751.   

 

It is for the above reasons and many more that Ohio should pass the CROWN act. Thank you for 

the opportunity to testify today. We look forward to any questions you may have.  


