
 

 

 

State Representative Juanita Brent  
18th House District 

 

Sponsor Testimony - House Bill 415       

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and 
the members of the House Education Committee. Thank you for the 
opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 415, known as 
the C.R.O.W.N. Act—Creating a Respectful and Open World for Natural 
Hair. 

This bill protects Ohio’s public K–12 students from discrimination 
based on hair texture and protective hairstyles, such as braids, locs, 
twists, Afros, and other styles that are historically and culturally 
significant, especially within the African American community. 

This is now the 4th Introduction of the CROWN Act into the General 
Assembly. The protections that CROWN Act provides is not solving a 
new issue, it is addressing a problem that has been ignored for years. I 
can mention examples of six-year-old Aston Johnson, who had to leave 
Zion Temple Christian Academy in Cincinnati because his dreadlocks 
were considered unacceptable or fourteen-year-old Malachi Wattley 
was expelled from Central Catholic High School in Toledo for the same 
reason, but there will always be a next student this happens to until we 
choose to make a change. 

House Bill 415 ensures that no student in Ohio is ever removed from 
class, denied participation, or disciplined because of the way their 
natural hair grows or the way they choose to wear it. 



House Bill 415’s student protections support the mental health and 
self-esteem of our students. It provides clarity and consistency for 
schools by ensuring school dress codes align with civil rights 
standards, reducing inconsistent and punishing prejudice-based 
enforcement. 

Discrimination has no place in Ohio. We have shown we agree on this 
issue. Last General Assembly the CROWN Act (HB 178 - GA 135tH) passed 
in the House almost unanimously (83 - 8); even Nationally level, the 
CROWN Act has been enacted into law in 27 states and Washington, 
D.C.  

Here in Ohio, local leaders have and are recognizing the significance of 
the CROWN Act. Cities like Columbus, Cleveland, Cleveland Hts, 
Cincinnati and Akron have already enacted the CROWN Act into law; 
just to name a few. 

House Bill 415 is about fairness, respect, and equality. It says that in 
Ohio, a child’s hairstyle will never determine their access to education 
or how they are treated in the classroom. 

By passing this bill, we affirm that diversity in our schools should be 
celebrated—not punished. Our children deserve to feel safe, seen, and 
valued for who they are. 

I respectfully request the Committee’s support for House Bill 415 and a 
favorable report. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I’m happy to answer any 
questions. 


