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Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chairman Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and
members of the House Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill
480, the Charlie Kirk American Heritage Act, which I am honored to sponsor jointly Representative
Click.

Throughout my career in public service, the military, and education, I have viewed civic
learning as the cornerstone of a free society. Civic education, done well, does more than teach how
government works; it forms citizens who understand why it works, and why our freedoms endure
only when anchored in moral conviction. My passion for this subject has long been rooted in the
belief that the American experiment cannot be sustained apart from the principles that first gave it
life.

House Bill 486 reflects that conviction. This legislation allows Ohio’s educators, when teaching
American history, to include instruction on the positive influence of religion—particulatly
Christianity—on the development of our nation’s ideals, its civic institutions, and its culture. This is
not about rewriting history. It is about restoring honesty and depth to the way we teach it.

The record of faith’s influence in America is unmistakable. It was the Pilgrims’ covenant of
self-governance that inspired later notions of consent and liberty. It was the preaching of the Great
Awakenings that stirred the moral conscience of a young nation. It was men and women of deep
conviction—VFrederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.—who, motivated by
their faith, carried the torch of justice and human dignity forward.

As historian Tom Holland writes in Dominion: How the Christian Revolution Remade the World, the
very moral vocabulary of the modern West—our understanding of equality, compassion, and the
sanctity of every human life—flows directly from the Christian worldview. Whether one professes
that faith or not, the moral imagination that shaped our republic cannot be understood apart from it.

Similarly, Dr. Miles Smith, in Re/igion and Republic: Christian America from the Founding to the Civil
War, reminds us that the American Founders grounded liberty in virtue and virtue in faith. They
believed that self-government could only survive among a people capable of governing themselves—
that the habits of freedom were inseparable from moral order. John Adams may have captured it best
when he wrote, “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly
inadequate to the government of any other.”



House Bill 486 also carries a name that now bears deep and somber meaning. Charlie Kirk
devoted his life to awakening a generation to the connection between faith, freedom, and moral
courage. His willingness to speak unapologetically about the spiritual foundations of our country—
and to challenge young people to see faith as central to civic responsibility—Ileft a lasting mark on
many across America. His recent loss has been felt profoundly, and this bill honors that legacy of
conviction and engagement.

Through this legislation, we invite teachers to tell the whole story of America—to discuss how
the pursuit of liberty was born not only of intellect, but of belief; not only of governance, but of grace.
To teach history in its fullness is to equip our students not merely with knowledge, but with purpose.

At a time when too many young Americans struggle to see meaning in our shared story, we
have an opportunity to remind them that the ideals of freedom, equality, and justice are not accidents
of history—they are the fruit of faith-infused courage. House Bill 486 ensures that Ohio’s classrooms
can once again connect our civic institutions with the moral convictions that gave them birth.

Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chairman Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and
members of the committee, thank you for your thoughtful attention to this legislation and for your
ongoing commitment to the education and formation of Ohio’s young people. Representative Click
and I respectfully urge your favorable consideration of House Bill 486 and welcome your questions.



