Testimony in support of House Bill 415 the CROWN Act
Submitted by Angela Abram, President Reynoldsburg City Schools Board of Education

Chairperson, Vice Chair and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today in strong support of House Bill 415 the
CROWN Act. My name is Angela Abram and | serve as President of the Reynoldsburg City
Schools Board of Education. Reynoldsburg is ranked as the most diverse school system in the
nation, according to Niche. I've had the privilege of working with students and families in our
very diverse and vibrant public school system in Ohio for many years. Additionally, as an
occupational therapist, I've had the opportunity to see many children grow, thrive, and reach
their potential when they are able to express themselves culturally.

I've seen firsthand how school culture shapes a child’s sense of self-And how vital it is for that
student, regardless of whether their 5 or 15, to feel seen, heard and respected for who they are.
House bill 415 is more than about hairstyles. It is about protection from discrimination. It is about
dignity, confidence and belonging. It affirms that no child shall be ostracized , disciplined,
demonized,or made to feel less than because of the natural way that their hair grows out of their
head.

For many of our students, hair is not only a personal expression, it is a reflection of culture,
generational identity, and family heritage. When students are forced to change or hide their
natural hair to “fit in “ for dress code, we are sending a message that who they are is not
acceptable. That message is deeply damaging to a young person’s self-esteem, and academic
motivation.

In Reynoldsburg City Schools, diversity is one of our greatest strengths. We know bias, even
unconscious bias, can show up in school policies and practices. The Crown Act will help ensure
that all students K through 12, are treated with respect and fairness, free from discrimination
based on hair texture and styles associated with race, and religious expression. This would
include protective styles such as cornrows, Bantu knots, twists and locs, as well as Hasidic
curls (peiyot), and a Muslim male for his beard.

When a student feels respected for who they are, their confidence soars. Confidence builds
self-esteem, and self-esteem builds positive risk taking, Fostering strong academic
performance, and engagement.

A confident student will raise their hand more often and engage in the learning process more
readily. They will engage with their peers and teachers more willingly, because they are proud of
their appearance, and are comfortable with who they are every day. This CROWN Act/ house
bill 415, will have ripple effects across our public schools.

It reaches beyond appearance, It promotes inclusion, strengthens school communities, and
culture. It also helps cultivate understanding of diverse cultures, and individuality, amongst
students of all backgrounds.

The CROWN Act also creates opportunities for cultural exchange, appreciation and education.

By acknowledging, and respecting the diversity of our students, we teach them to do the same
for each other. This legislation reinforces what we are in public education for, education,
empathy, open mindedness, with the respect for the diversity of humanity.



As Reynoldsburg’s school board president, as well as a lifelong advocate for children, | believe
our schools are places where children should be able to show up as their authentic selves,
confident, respected, ready to learn and lead. No child should have to choose between their
education and their identity.

For these reasons | urge you to support house bill 415, and pass the CROWN Act

to support, nurture, and develop our student’s self worth and strengthen our learning
environments where every Ohio child is valued and included.

Thank you for your time and commitment to serving the children of Ohio

Respectfully submitted,

Angela Abram



