Vice President Gabe Crenshaw
Cleveland Heights -University Heights City School District

Re: Proponent Testimony for House Bill 415 — Creating a Respectful and
Open World for Natural Hair (C.R.O.W.N.) Act

Dear Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and
Members of the Committee:

My name is Gabe Crenshaw, and I have the honor of serving as Vice President
of the Cleveland Heights—University Heights School Board. I write in strong
support of House Bill 415, the Creating a Respectful and Open World for Natural
Hair (C.R.O.W.N.) Act.

Our district serves a beautifully diverse student population. With that diversity
comes a profound responsibility to ensure that every student, regardless of
background or appearance, feels respected and affirmed. House Bill 415 aligns
with this mission by prohibiting discrimination in public schools based on traits
associated with race, including hair texture and protective hairstyles such as braids,
locks and twists.

For many of our students, their natural hair is more than a style—it is an
expression of heritage, culture, and identity. Unfortunately, across Ohio and across
the country, there have been instances where students have been disciplined,
excluded from activities, or made to feel “unprofessional” because of the way they
wear their hair. These experiences can leave lasting harm and create barriers to
learning and belonging.

In Cleveland Heights—University Heights, we have worked to advance equity
through inclusive practices. Yet, consistency across the state is critical. The
C.R.O.W.N. Act ensures that all Ohio students—no matter where they live—can
attend school free from this form of discrimination. It sends a clear message that



respect for natural hair and racial identity is not optional; it is essential.

As educators and community leaders, our duty extends beyond academic
instruction. We are responsible for cultivating environments where students can
bring their full selves into the classroom. By passing House Bill 415, Ohio affirms
its commitment to educational equity, dignity, and cultural respect for all students.

Thank you for your continued leadership and for giving thoughtful consideration to
this important legislation, now before the General Assembly for the fourth time. I
respectfully urge your favorable passage of House Bill 415.

Sincerely,

Gabe Crenshaw

Vice President, Board of Education

Cleveland Heights-University Heights City School District



