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Good afternoon, Chair Arthur and members of the House Education Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak on this impactful bill.

My name is Shayla Favor, and | have the honor of serving as the 52" Franklin County
Prosecutor, the first woman and person of color to do so. | am also a proud resident
of Columbus, Ohio—and a proud Black woman.

| am here today to express my strong support for House Bill 415, also known as the
C.R.O0.W.N. Act—Creating a Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair.

This legislation would ensure that no child in Ohio is punished, humiliated, or
excluded from their education simply because of the way their natural hair grows or
the way they choose to style it.

Specifically, it allows students to wear protective styles like braids, wigs, or locs in
public schools, bans race-based hair discrimination in K-12 and public preschools,
and gives students who experience discrimination the ability to seek justice in
court.

| testified a couple of years ago as a proponent of the original C.R.O.W.N. Act Bill,
HB 178. My stance has not changed. If anything, my support has only gotten
stronger because this is about what we our young people.

This is not simply a conversation about hairstyles. This is about dignity.
It’s about identity... and ensuring that every child in Ohio feels safe and seen when
they walk into a classroom.

For generations, Black girls and boys have been told—directly and indirectly—that
their natural hair is “distracting,” or “unkempt.” Students across the country have
been sent home from school, denied participation in sports, excluded from



graduation ceremonies, and even disciplined for wearing braids, twists, locs, or
afros— all hairstyles that are deeply rooted in culture, tradition, and care.

As the Prosecutor, | see how messages of exclusion can shape a child’s sense of
self-worth. When we tell a child that their natural self is not acceptable, we chip
away at their confidence. We make them question their belonging.

Those are wounds that can last far beyond school walls. Because if our kids can’t
feel safe in places and environments they’re required to be in, they will find that
safety and acceptance elsewhere... unfortunately leading them to environments
and situations they shouldn’t be in.

As a Black woman, | can tell you that our hair is not just something we do—it’s a
form of personal expression, an assertion of pride, and often, an act of resistance in
a world that has too often told us we are not beautiful, not professional, not wanted.

Doing our hair—wearing our braids, our locs, our afros—is not simply for protection.
It’s a source of joy.

Because when we express our authentic selves, we feel good. We feel confident.
We feel whole. And every child in Ohio deserves to experience that feeling every day
at school.

No student should ever have to choose between their education and their identity.
No teacher or administrator should have the power to shame a child for simply
being who they are.

In Columbus, we’ve already taken steps to make sure this kind of discrimination
has no place in our city. When | served on Columbus City Council, | proudly co-
sponsored the local version of the C.R.0.W.N. Act—a measure that clarified that
discrimination based on hair texture or protective style is discrimination based on
race.

But those protections stop at the city line. Ohio’s children deserve more. They
deserve to be protected—no matter where they live or what the look like.

By advancing House Bill 415, this committee has the opportunity to affirm what we
already know to be true:

That our differences are beautiful.



That our culture is powerful.
And that every child deserves to learn and exist in an environment that
celebrates—not suppresses—who they are.

| urge you to stand with the students and families who have endured this
discrimination for far too long. We can make Ohio a state where every child can
walk into a classroom with their head held high—knowing their natural hair and their
authentic self-expression, is worthy of respect.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and | urge you to vote yes to advance
House Bill 415.



