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Bianca Griffin, President
Jack and Jill of America Inc., Erie Shores Chapter

Chair Sarah Fowler, Vice Chair Mike Odioso, Ranking Member Sean P. Brennan and members of
the House Education Committee.

My name is Bianca Griffin and | serve as the President of Jack and Jill of America Incorporated,
Erie Shores Chapter. On behalf of our executive board, mother members and families represented
amongst our membership, we bring testimony supporting passage of H.B. 145, the Creating a
Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair [C.R.OW.N.] Act.

Jack and Jill of America, Inc. is an organization dedicated to nurturing leadership, excellence, and
cultural pride in African American children through transformative programming, community
service, and advocacy.

The passage of the CROWN Act is crucial to our mission and values. Hair discrimination—denial of
employment, educational opportunities, or dignity based on natural hair texture or protective
styles—has harmed countless children and families, undermining self-esteem and perpetuating
inequity. By prohibiting race-based hair discrimination, the CROWN Act empowers all children
within our communities to embrace their unique cultural identity, fosters environments of respect,
and ensures equal access to education and opportunity.

Currently, the CROWN Act has been passed into law in over 28 states (including Texas, Kentucky,
Virginia, Arkansas and Louisiana). While local legislation has passed in Cincinnati, Columbus, and
Newburgh Heights, it is time for the state of Ohio to join the ranks.

This legislation is more than legal protection—it is an affirmation of cultural pride and human
dignity. Our members and larger community knows firsthand the transformative impact of
belonging and acceptance. Passing the CROWN Act inspires children to reach their highest
potential, confident that they are valued for who they are, inside and out.



On behalf of the children and families we serve, Jack and Jill of America, Inc. Erie Shores Chapter,
urges the swift passage of HB 415. Let us lead the way in ensuring that every child can learn, grow,
and thrive—free from the constraints of discrimination and empowered to realize their dreams.

Thank you. I’'m happy to answer any questions.



