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Chair Sarah Fowler, Vice Chair Mike Odioso, Ranking Member Sean P. Brennan  and 

members of the House Education Committee: 

My name is Dionne Jones and I serve as the President of the National Coalition of 100 

Black Women Incorporated, Greater Cleveland  Chapter. On behalf of our executive board 

and advocate members we bring testimony supporting passage of H.B. 145, the Creating a 

Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair [C.R.O.W.N.] Act.  

National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Greater Cleveland Chapter (NCBW), is an 

organization deeply committed to advocating for the rights and equity of Black women 

and girls, promoting leadership, and advancing social justice in health, education, and 

economic empowerment.  

Our organization’s  mission envisions a world where Black women and girls can flourish 

without facing systemic barriers tied to racial and cultural biases. One such barrier is hair 

discrimination—the denial of educational and social opportunities based on natural hair 

textures and protective hairstyles (locs, twists, braids etc.). 

As a Black woman who has worn variations of natural & protective hairstyles  since 

childhood, this bill offers hope to many within our community who take  pride in their hair 

despite numerous attempts to deny and/or destroy our culture, our health, and our way of 

life. These experiences are not just unique to myself or our organization,  but rather 

shared commonalities by people with afro-textured hair all over the world.   

Protective styles are not indicative of someone’s character,  conduct, hygiene, or overall 

societal contributions. Natural hairstyle wearers deserve the  dignity and respect given to 

those with wavy or straight hair, without judgement. For many children and families,  

wearing these styles are a sense of pride, identity, and in some cases a deeply spiritual or  

religious connection.   

Wearing afro textured and protective styles should not be weaponized as a punitive  

standard, but rather a basic right that is protected within schools. It is  important to 



formally recognize that wearing natural hairstyles are not considered radical  or 

“risk-taking”, but rather a normalized expression of self as any other haircut or style.  

As  advocates for Black women, girls, and families whom this would impact, we strongly 

urge  the passage of HB 415.  


