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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill
415, known as the CROWN Act.

My name is Dr. Christina Collins, and | serve as the Executive Director of Honesty for Ohio Education.
We are a statewide, nonpartisan coalition dedicated to ensuring that every child in Ohio has access to
a high-quality, inclusive, and honest education.

In order to guarantee a quality education for all students, we must support policies that are proven to
help keep students in the classroom and learning. The CROWN Act is one such policy.

Studies show that Black students are disciplined four times more often than students from any other
racial or ethnic group, and Brookings Institute research has found that “70% of all [such] suspension
disciplines are discretionary.”

“Black students are more likely to be suspended for discretionary reasons such as dress code or long
hair violations, neither of which have been found to be predictive of student misconduct.”

Stated plainly, punishing Black and brown students for wearing natural hair styles means those
students spend less time in the classroom. They end up missing class for detention and/or
suspension. They fall behind on their school work. All while grappling with the reality that some
adults view the hair that grows naturally from their head as inappropriate or unprofessional.

This unnecessary discipline has a direct, negative impact on academic outcomes.

As the Economic Policy Institute explains, “suspension is one of the key factors associated with
dropping out of school. In fact, the likelihood that any given student will not finish school increases by
10 times if they are suspended. Students who are suspended once are at increased risk of further
suspensions, lower grades, ending their matriculation through dropping out of school, and being
involved with the juvenile justice system...”

We can prevent many of these negative outcomes through the passage and enforcement of Ohio
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HB 415. This bill will be an important step toward an Ohio where all students, no matter their
background, have a strong chance at success.

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of today’s testimony.



