To the House Education Committee
From: Mary Alleger

Date: 10/11/2025

Good afternoon, Chair Sarah Fowler Arthur, Vice-Chair Mike Odioso Ranking Member Sean
P. Brennan, and distinguished members of the committee.

My name is Mary Alleger, and | am a resident of House District 2. | am here today as a
strong proponent for the passage of the CROWN Act, HB415 of the 136" General Assembly.

I want to begin by acknowledging my position. | am a white woman, and | know that my
experience is not the same as that of Black Ohioans and other people of color. However, |
come before you today with a story that | believe can serve as a window into the profound
need for this legislation.

From the time | was a small child, | was tormented for my hair. | have bright red hair, a trait |
was born with and have no control over. The teasing from other children was relentless—I
was called "carrot top”, “Bloody Mary”, “ketchup-head”, "matchstick," and far crueler
names. But what stung just as much, and sometimes more, was the commentary from
adults. They felt entitled to touch my hair without asking, to make jokes about my
appearance, and to single me out in ways that made me feel deeply self-conscious and

"other."

This experience, though painful, was temporary and situational. | could, for the most part,
escape it outside of school or certain social settings. And as | grew older, the same trait
that made me a target became more socially accepted, even celebrated.

But my story is just a flicker of a much larger fire.

If the simple, natural color of my hair could subject me to years of torment and make me
feel that a core part of my identity was unacceptable, | can only begin to imagine the
profound and systemic impact on our Black and Brown neighbors. Their hair is not just
about color; it’s about texture, style, and cultural significance that runs deep through
generations. They face discrimination not just on the playground, butin places that
determine their life outcomes: in schools, where students are suspended for their natural
hair, and in the workplace, where adults are denied employment or promotions for wearing
protective styles like braids, locs, or twists.

The CROWN Actis not about granting special rights. It is about affirming a fundamental
truth: that a person's natural hair, and the cultural styles that protect and celebrate it, are



not "unprofessional,” "unruly," or "improper." They are beautiful, inherent parts of who they
are.

My childhood experience taught me a small, personal lesson about the pain of being
judged for something you cannot change. The CROWN Act addresses a massive, systemic
injustice that tells entire communities that their natural state is not welcome in our society.

We have the opportunity today to send a different message. We can send a message to
every child of color in Ohio that they are perfect just the way they are. We can tell Ohio’s
workers that they will be judged on their skills, their character, and their work ethic—not on
their hair.

| urge you to vote in favor of the CROWN Act, HB415. Let’s ensure that all Ohioans can wear
their crowns with the dignity and respect they deserve.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | am happy to answer any questions you may
have.



