Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice-Chair Odioso, and Ranking Member Brennan, and Members of
the House Education Committee,

Thank you for considering my perspective. My name is Alex Butler. | am a resident of
Perrysburg in northwest Ohio. | am opposed to this bill. House Bill 486 creates
inefficiencies and will result in wasted time for educators because it does not take into
account our current standards that already support the impact of religion, and it has other
challenges that do not support high-quality social studies education. To date, 10/17/2025,
not a single Ohio social studies teacher has had input or supported this bill. Additionally,
the bill destabilizes instructional coherence and sequencing. HB 486 states that these
topics may be inserted “whenever American history is discussed,” but provides no
guidance on grade level, timing, or integration. This destabilizes carefully sequenced
instruction across grades, forcing teachers to insert material at arbitrary points rather than
building knowledge in a logical progression. Such disruption confuses students,
undermines coherence across districts, and interferes with educators’ ability to deliver
standards-aligned instruction. | highly recommend rejecting this bill. Grace and Peace

Sincerely,

Alexander Butler



