Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice-Chair Odioso, and Ranking Member Brennan, and Members
of the House Education Committee. My name is Elijah Fenwick-Sanders I am a Catholic,
husband, father, and social studies educator in the great state of Ohio. I am here in opposition to
the passage of HB 486.

The violence that took Charlie Kirk’s life is horrific. Hearing that my students opened
their social media apps on September 10, 2025 to see a father die in a heinous act of violence is
truly devastating. It shakes me to my soul that this type of violence could be normalized by our
children and society. The teaching of civic virtue should hold an essential piece in helping
students process and prevent the acts of violence they have regularly come to witness. HB 486
does not accomplish that task. Rather than consulting social studies professionals, who have
demonstrated their ability to provide instruetion on complex issues, it appears that the Ohio
General Assembly could choose to put their thumb on the scale by highlighting the positive
impacts of religion on American history with a narrow focus on Christian contributions.

While 64% of Ohioans identify as Christians, upon further inspection, only 26% are
Evangelical Protestant, 16% mainline protestant, 16% Catholic, while 29% are religiously
unaffiliated with 19% of those individuals having no particular religious identity at all." It is not
that this bill is wrong, it is that it’s unrepresentative of Ohioans and circumvents the process of
curriculum development that engages a variety of stakeholders throughout the state, No Ohiocans
are even considered in the laundry list of historical events deemed acceptable by this piece of
legislation. The engagement in the regular process of curriculum development would remedy
that egregious error, For example:

o Joseph Badger 2 Congregational missionary and Revolutionary War veteran who served
as a chaplain in the Ohio Western Reserve.

s Richard Dillingham from Morrow County, Ohio whose Quaker beliefs compelled him to
be a conductor of the underground railroad, a cause of which he gave his life.

e The Hayes Home was the center to the growth of Spiritualism as a means to process and
cope with the death and destruction of the Civil War.

o Washington Gladden a leading Congregationalist pastor of Columbus, Ohio who was an
early pioneer of the Social Gospel Movement during the Gilded Age,

& George Washington Williams, a Baptist minister who lived in Cincinnati, OH and was the
first African-American to be elected to the Ohio legislature. Later, he would travel
through the, infamous Belgium King Leopold II, Congo Free State where his writing
popularized the phrase “crime against humanity.”

e The historical significance of Union Terminal in Cincinnati, OH as it provided the first
breath of freedom for hundreds of European Jews following 15 years of German Nazi
violence and oppression.

s Louis Finkelstein from Cincinnati, Ohio who immersed himself in the study of his Jewish
faith and became a leader in the Conservative Judaism movement.
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e Helen Zelkowitz from Columbus, Ohio who was known for her success as a radio
broadcaster but was driven by the call to service through her Jewish faith.

Mother Angelica from Canton, Ohio who founded the Eternal World Television network.

Mother Henriette Reilly who grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio and would later become one of

only 240 women who received their Doctorate in Mathematics prior to 1940.

‘While these individuals and places come from different faiths, they spread the essential truth of
showing respect and dignity to their fellow man, even in the face of violence. This is just a small
sliver of events collected from simple google searches. This list can only be enriched by
engaging professional historians at the Ohio History Connection, the Cincinnati, Columbus,
Western Reserve and Summit County historical societies, to name a few, in order to tailor the
impact of religion and civic virtue to Ohio’s unique regions and localities.

Furthermore, much of the content that is approved by this bill is already taught in Chio
classrooms. Concerns from one of the bill’s sponsors highlighted school administrators and
teachers who were too timid, or thought it was illegal, to allow the teaching of positive religious
contributions in the social studies classroom.” That ig a failure in the training of educator’s
historical knowledge and education leadership, which HB 486 will not solve. In fact, it could
cause a further state of confusion and chilling effect where additional administrators will advise
teachers to avoid religious topics altogether out of the fear of not centralizing the narrow view of
Religion and Christianity prescribed in HB 486,

I am all for discussions and debates about the role of religion in our civil society. In this
discussion, I turn to Jame Madison’s “Memiorial and Remonstrance Against Religious
Assessment.” Madison argued that the State legislating upon the sanctity of a single religion
“will be a dangerous abuse of power” as “that Religion or the duty which we owe to our Creator
and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or
violence.. . [it’s] the equal right of every citizen to the free exercise of his Religion according to
the dictates of conscience.” The founding generation was a guide for the responsibility,
contribution and prudence for future generations to protect and build upon the nniversal ideals of
natural rights and human dignity. Our social studies classrooms should be laboratories of
democratic discourse: negotiation, persuasion, consensus building and compromise. HB 486
does not accomplish that goal. I ask this committee to table this bill, engage with the proud and
great social studies teachers and historical societies of Ohio to provide the knowledge and
resources for our educators to facilitate these essential discussions in our classrooms. Thank you
for your time. I am happy to answer any questions you have with regards to my testimony.
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