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​Chair​​Fowler Arthur, Vice-Chair Odioso, and Ranking Member Brennan, and Members of the House​
​Primary and Secondary Education Committee:​

​Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Jennifer Hickey. I am a Social Studies Teacher at​
​Watkins Memorial High School in Etna, Ohio and a member of the Ohio Council for the Social Studies. I​
​teach both World Studies and Advanced Placement U.S. History and have been at this school for nearly​
​10 years.  I am strongly opposed to House Bill 486, the “Charlie Kirk American Heritage Act.”​

​House Bill 486 is an unnecessary piece of legislation.  I strongly believe that as a social studies teacher,​
​my job is always to present a fair and balanced view of whatever topic we are studying.  When it comes to​
​religion, that includes discussing both the positives and negatives of its impact on society.  I have always​
​felt comfortable doing this - my First Amendment rights and the Ohio State Standards for Social Studies​
​back up this point of view.  We do not need a separate piece of legislation to allow me to do this.  For​
​example, I already teach about religion as a primary reason for founding many of the New England​
​colonies.  We discuss how religious values affected the government and social structure of many places,​
​including Rhode Island and the separation of church and state - which is directly mentioned in this bill.​
​Why should we add a bill to permit me to teach what is already allowed and good practice?  It seems to​
​me the only reason is to promote particular religious views in the classroom.​

​In addition to being unnecessary, this bill promotes a narrow religious viewpoint at odds with many of my​
​students’ experiences. It promotes the teaching of a Protestant Christian view of American History that​
​excludes the importance of diverse experiences. I want all of my students to “see” themselves in history -​
​including the large population of Nepali students in my district.  It is my job to teach history - a debate​
​about historical processes and developments.  I firmly believe that teaching “heritage” instead of history​
​will negatively impact the development of my students’ critical thinking skills they need to be successful in​
​their future lives.  One of my students wrote to me after the school year was over and mentioned that she​
​will always remember my words:  “History is not black and white, it’s gray.”  She said that she had never​
​thought of history as something other than dates and names and battles, but now her understanding is so​
​much deeper, and she greatly appreciates that.​

​I ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this unnecessary and​​narrow-minded​​bill. Thank you​
​again for the opportunity to testify.​




