
I strongly encourage the House Education Committee to reject HB 486. 
 
I understand Bill 486 would encourage schools and universities to promote a one-sided, 
fictionalized narrative of religion’s “positive” influence on American history.  
 
Sec 3320.09(c)(2) states "Accurate historical instruction regarding verifiable, historical 
impacts of religion on American history is factual and is not proselytization or a violation of 
the First Amendment."  Then the bill lists two dozen supposedly "positive" impacts, heavily 
weighted on pilgrims and the Mayflower, grossly exaggerating the mention of divine 
providence in the Declaration of Independence, and cherry picked references to God and 
religion in documents like the Northwest Ordinance and Ohio Constitution.  Nowhere does 
the bill mention, or encourage, the teaching of the negative effects of religion on the nation, 
such as justifying slavery and segregation, opposing women's suffrage, civil rights, LGBTQ 
rights, and science.  Throughout, the bill uses the word "religion" but without exception, its 
examples are Christianity, Christianity and more Christianity. 
 
As such this bill is hardly reliable fact, is definitely proselytizing, and definitely violates the 
first amendment by promoting the establishment of a national religion. 
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1170 Summit Avenue 
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