
Dear Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice-Chair Odioso, and Ranking Member Brennan, and Members of 
the House Primary and Secondary Education Committee 
 
My name is Colleen Fitzpatrick and I am an assistant professor of social studies education in the 
Judith Herb College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Education at the University of Toledo. I am a 
former middle and high school social studies teacher and received my PhD in curriculum and 
instruction, focusing on social studies education from the University of Virginia.  
 
Part of my research is on how we teach and talk about religion in public school classrooms. I 
have conducted an analysis of how religion is addressed in history standards across all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia. It is clear that religion is already included in history standards—
Ohio’s included. A close analysis of the proposed bill demonstrates a promotion of Protestant 
Christianity and creates a narrow viewpoint of religion and ignores the religious pluralism upon 
which the United States was founded. This is dangerous for students and their understanding of 
the world around them. In a time when we need to be promoting religious tolerance and 
acceptance of religion, this bill has the potential to limit students’ understanding of religion and 
how people of all different faiths should interact.  
 
In addition, this bill circumvents the curriculum development process currently utilized by the 
Ohio Department of Education and Workforce. This process allows educators, content area 
experts, higher education faculty, and other stakeholders to ensure that content is aligned to 
Ohio Learning Standards and align with best practice in education. This proposed bill ignores 
this process and any understanding we have how this topic is being taught in our public schools. 
The Ohio Learning Standards are carefully crafted and given time for public comment. Inserting 
content into the standards without any expert guidance or public review sets a dangerous 
precedent for the future.  
 
Thank you for your time in reading this opposition testimony to HB 486 and considering the 
harm this could do to our students in Ohio. Our students deserve a high quality social studies 
education that allows them to actively participate in democratic society.  
 
Colleen Fitzpatrick  


