52nd House District Committees
Parts of Lorain County
Vice Chair: Rules & Reference
Columbus Office ,
Vern Riffe Center Education
77 S. High Street ]
14th Floor Finance
Columbus, Ohio 43215
(614) 644-5076 General Government
Fax: (614) 719-3957 . . ,
Rep32@ohiohouse.gov GaYIe I_, Mannlng Workforce & Higher Education

State Representative

H.B. 455 Testimony

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members
of the House Education Committee, thank you for giving me the chance to provide
sponsor testimony on House Bill 455. House Bill 455 works to modernize Ohio’s
education code by eliminating outdated educator requirements, reducing
unnecessary regulations, and ensuring teachers can devote more time and energy to
delivering high-quality instruction to students.

Throughout the drafting process, Representative Bird and | worked with various
interested parties to ensure input from multiple perspectives were considered. We
appreciate the input provided by the Buckeye Association of School Administrators
(BASA), Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA), Ohio Education Association
(OEA), Department of Education and Workforce (DEW), representatives from
Educational Service Centers (ESC’s), Buckeye Institute, our local superintendents,
other superintendents across the state, and other state legislator over the course of
the year.

The makeup of this bill can be broken down into four pivotal functions. First, our
bill seeks to revise or eliminate a series of programs and provisions related to the
Department of Education and Workforce (DEW). For example, this bill will
eliminate the requirement that public schools annually report to DEW a description
of their initiatives funded by disadvantaged pupil impact aid (DPIA). Instead, the
bill will require DEW, in consultation with the Auditor of State, to develop a
uniform mechanism for each public school to annually report to its total DPIA
funding and the expenditure of that funding.
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Secondly, our bill revises the performance measures used to calculate performance
ratings for the state report card’s Graduation and the College, Workforce, and
Military Readiness components (CCWMR). In other words, our bill creates an
additional performance measure, which is based on students who complete a year of
college after graduation, to be factored into determining CCWMR performance
ratings.

Additionally, House Bill 455 permits the family of an eligible child to elect to use
the Early Childhood Education Grant Program instead of another source of state
funding for childcare. House Bill 455 also requires an early learning and
development program that utilizes EMIS to track a child’s attendance for the Early
Childhood Education Grant Program prior to the bill’s effective date to continue to
use that system for attendance.

Finally, this bill eliminates various obsolete provisions of the Ohio Revised Code
related to the state report card and state assessment for public and chartered
nonpublic schools. One example is removing the obsolete provision that requires
the administering of the Ohio Graduation Tests (OGTs). Additionally, it eliminates
the obsolete definition of a “challenged school district.”

In the classroom, the number one priority of an educator is to provide quality
instruction to their students. By reducing unnecessary regulations, House Bill 455
ensures teachers can devote more time to delivering high quality instruction which
benefits all of Ohio students.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill
455. My joint sponsor and | would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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