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Dear Chairwoman Fowler Arthur and esteemed members of the committee, 

Good afternoon, and thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Josh Lickliter, and I 

have spent the last five years of my life engaging in grassroots politics and working to engage our next 

generation in the political process, largely inspired by the late Charlie Kirk. My personal faith, as well as 

my love of American history, drove my political desires and is a key reason for my involvement today. 

I am here in support of House Bill 486, the Charlie Kirk American Heritage Act, which is a 

common-sense bill ensuring students learn America’s full story; its successes, struggles, and the faith that 

shaped our nation. Christianity played a major influence in our founding documents, our laws, and the 

social movements throughout history that brought real change. Teaching that isn’t equivalent to preaching 

in class, it’s simply just teaching history. 

When we leave faith out of the story, we leave out a big part of what made this country possible. 

This bill doesn’t force anyone to believe anything, it simply allows teachers to educate and discuss the 

Christian influence honestly and openly.  

I was born and raised in Madison County, just thirty minutes from our state’s capital. I see how 

faith and community can build strong youth and even stronger families. If our students understand that 

connection, they’ll be better citizens and neighbors. I strongly support House Bill 486. I greatly thank 

Representatives Click and Dovilla for introducing this important legislation, and I urge you all to support 

it. As Charlie Kirk often reminded young people throughout his activism and career, truth and faith are 

what sustain freedom. I believe this bill helps keep both alive in Ohio’s classrooms. Thank you for your 

time today and I would be happy to answer any questions. 
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