Good morning/afternoon,

My name is Emily McCann. I am currently a 2nd grade teacher within the South Western City
School District. Previously, I taught kindergarten and 5th grade for a total of five years before
having my first child, at which point I resigned and stayed home with both of our children for
many years. | had the great honor to homeschool them for several years as well. Eventually, I
needed to return to teaching, in order to help provide for our family. I have been back in public
school for the past eight plus years.

I have never shied away from sharing about my faith should students bring it up. That said, I
have always feared that parents, fellow teachers, and especially administrators might take issue
with this, even though I know I have always only shared it within the context of the rights I have
as an American citizen, namely the rights afforded me in the First Amendment of our
Constitution. I have never proselytized students, nor to my knowledge made them feel
uncomfortable, yet even sharing something as inane as my belief that evolution is just a theory
and not fact (which is the truth), or that I hold to a young earth timeline, comes with a feeling of
guilt or worry that something might be misconstrued or retold in an unfavorable light. Within
the schools, there is such disdain for anything remotely related to Christianity. This may be an
over generalization, but not in my experience. This became even more evident during the
COVID debacle, but the heightened hatred of Christianity seems to have stayed elevated even as
COVID has faded to the background. I shy away from speaking honestly with Muslim students,
especially. There seems to be much stronger consequences when speaking against Islam than any
other religion or group. I can’t lie and say I don’t fear being labeled as a hater. I don’t hate, but
just stating my beliefs labels me that way by many.

The truth is, the United States of America was founded upon Christian principles, morals, and
ideals, all from the Bible, the very Word of God. If our founding fathers felt it was that
important, how have we gotten so far from the truth? The entire education system in this country
has been failing drastically for, well, at least my lifetime, and likely much longer! Our founding
fathers were very well educated men. What was their main text book? The Bible.

I do not believe in coincidences. On Sunday, my pastor preached on 1 Peter 1:13. He exposited
that in order to pursue holiness, we must “gird up the loins of your mind.” Like soldiers of the
time that would have girded their loins in preparation, we need to prepare our minds for action,

for battle. This could not have been preached to me at a better time! Our founding fathers were



amazing reasoners, critical thinkers, philosophers, and skilled in logical thinking. Let’s not
forget that their main text book was the Bible. Truth is not found anywhere but Scripture; all
truth finds its origins in the Bible. If we want to improve the education system, we need to start
by allowing truth to be spoken openly in the schools. Many of my second graders are far behind
the expected standards. Though this is due to many factors, [ know that if the Truth was
presented to them more often, we would have fewer behavior issues, more respectful listening
and much more participation in their learning. People, in general, seem to have lost the desire to
learn. I can’t help but think this is somewhat manufactured. Uneducated people are much easier
to control and sway. We need to get back to a more classical education in which expectations are
high and reason and logic are not only taught, but encouraged and expected. We desperately
need to be developing critical thinkers. To do this, the Truth must be shared. This is exactly
what Charlie Kirk did when he engaged in debate with those with dissenting views.

I would greatly appreciate knowing that I could freely share the wonderful things Christianity
had done and still does for our great country and the world. I am aware that some have caused
hurt in the name of Christianity. This has been promoted widely the last few decades, but that
does not negate the good. We should be able to freely share the good as freely as others share the
bad. As I teach our history and government standards, it would be amazing to be able to make
connections between our system of government and the Biblical principles that connect to it. I
would love to share about the faith of our founding fathers and the powerful impact it had on our
great nation. It would be wonderful to point out the correlation to Biblical truth that is found in
many of our founding documents. It would also be nice to take back some of the people in
history whose names have become curse words to many educators, namely people like
Christopher Columbus and the entire whole of the Pilgrims. But most importantly, it would be
absolutely incredible to set straight the abundant wrongs about the separation OF, not from,
church and state.

Thank you for your time and attention to my testimony.



