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The Honorable Sarah Fowler Arthur, Chair House Education Committee
The Honorable Mike Odioso, Vice Chair Ohio House of Representatives
The Honorable Phil Robinson, Ranking Member 1 Capitol Sq., Columbus, OH 43215

Re: Proponent Testimony on HB455

Dear Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and Members of the
Committee:

On behalf of the College Board, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in
support of HB455.

The College Board is a mission-driven, not-for-profit organization that connects students to
college success and opportunity through programs such as Advanced Placement (AP) and the
College-Level Examination Program (CLEP). We appreciate Representatives Manning and Bird
for their leadership in introducing HB455, which makes thoughtful updates to Ohio’s K-12
accountability system, particularly the components related to post-secondary readiness.

HBA455 takes the practical step of eliminating outdated indicators from the state report card.
specifically those related to standalone Advanced Placement, dual enrollment, and SAT/ACT
metrics that sunsetted after the 2020-21 school year. These indicators no longer reflect the
structure of Ohio’s current accountability system.

In their place, HB455 creates a single, combined “Post-Secondary Readiness” measure that
aggregates multiple pathways into one unified framework. This approach better reflects the
variety of ways Ohio students demonstrate readiness for success beyond high school.

Importantly, the bill recognizes the value of students earning at least twelve college credits or the
equivalent through AP, CLEP, or other advanced standing programs. This clarification ensures
that rigorous coursework and earned college credit, whether earned through a classroom
experience or by examination, are treated equitably in the report card’s readiness component.

Additionally, HB455 retains the existing indicator that measures the percentage of students who
achieve required scores on three or more AP or CLEP exams. Together, these provisions provide
multiple, validated avenues for students to demonstrate college-level readiness and achievement.

For the College Board, this legislation represents a positive step forward in ensuring that
students’ hard work in advanced coursework is accurately recognized in Ohio’s accountability
system. By aligning these measures, HB455 encourages schools to continue offering and
expanding rigorous academic opportunities such as AP and CLEP, especially for students who
may not otherwise have access to early college credit experiences.
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The College Board is pleased to support HB455 and appreciates the committee’s commitment to
expanding meaningful college and career readiness pathways for Ohio students. Thank you for
your consideration of this legislation and for your continued work on behalf of students,
educators, and families across the state.

Respectfully,

Benjamin J. Williams

Executive Director, Government Relations Global Policy & External Relations
College Board

250 Vessey Street, New York, NY 10281

616-446-8170

bewilliams@collegeboard.org
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