
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the 
Ohio Education Committee; thank you for allowing me the privilege of providing proponent 
testimony for HB 486. 

I’m Benjamin Nguyen, a freshman at Miami University and for the past fourteen weeks, a 
candidate for Board of Education in the eighth largest school district in the state of Ohio.  
Throughout my campaign there have been a great deal of many focuses and values of mine 
that have come under attack.  None, however, have been as vehement as the opposition I 
have received for publicly expressing my faith.  This is a great irony given the Christian 
values I feel have built this nation into the success story it is today. 

More than two hundred and fifty years ago, Commander of the Continental Army George 
Washington gave a solemn prayer for his country in a letter, and, upon being sworn in as our 
nation’s first president, closed with the words, ‘So Help Me God’.  Deified throughout the 
centuries, yet simply a man, he acknowledged his strength, and fortitude came from 
Almighty God.  The strength that led Washington, won the Battle of Lake Erie, unyieldingly 
defended the Alamo, charged the hills at San Juan, fought in the trenches of Europe, on the 
beaches of Normandy, Calais, Inchon, and in the jungles of the Philippines and Vietnam, 
comes from what I can only credit as the benevolent hand of God who finds favor with this 
Shining City on a Hill.  That is a history worthy of promoting in the classroom. 

This bill changes no law, only encourages bravery, boldness, and the giving of credit where 
credit is due.  Our nation is built on Judeo-Christian values.  To worship Almighty God more 
freely is the drive that ultimately created the framework for our nation.  To encourage the 
recognition of that history and our heritage in the classroom is both necessary and 
appropriate.   This bill carries no exclusionary nature, rather reaffirms to willing educators 
that they can teach the heritage that all of us as Americans share, the values that gave 
essence to our democracy, and the inspirations that made our country unique. 

It is further appropriate that this bill be named after an American hero and martyr, Mr. 
Charles James Kirk.  The insurmountable impact he had on generations is encapsulated 
singularly in the great love for Christ he carried in his life.  That love and those values were 
not exclusionary, rather pushed others to think harder, gain deeper insight, and pursue the 
truth.  In the pursuit of truth, I believe it is integral to encourage that Christianity is a part of 
our nation’s truth and history.  Therefore, I encourage this bill to pass, to be promoted 
further, and for our educators statewide to know they are empowered to share the impact 
of Christianity in our nation.  Thank you. 


