
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the Ohio 

Education Committee; thank you for allowing me to provide proponent testimony for HB 486.  

 

My Name is Jacqueline Meineke. I am a current Freshman at Archbishop Alter High School, and 

my faith is very important to me. I have attended a catholic School my whole life, and I believe 

that my education has shaped the person I am today.  

 

In school I have been taught the history of our great country. From the first colonial settlements 

in the Americas, to the writing of our constitution, and beyond. One theme that stands out 

throughout our country’s history is the influence of Christian values on our nation’s founding. 

From the earliest settlers’ exhibition of faith at the first Thanksgiving to the moral foundations 

that guided our Founding Fathers, Christian principles have played a significant role in shaping 

our nation. 

  

I support HB 486 because it strengthens the ability of educators to teach the objective facts about 

US history. It does not force upon any single religion and does not violate the separation of 

church and state. All this bill does is ensure that students are educated on the full truths of 

history.  

 

It is an obvious fact, that religion, especially Christianity, has played a role in the development of 

our nation. I have been blessed to have received a Christian education where my teachers can be 

open and teach the full truth.  

 

I am grateful for this bill, making it clear and obvious and enabling all schools to teach this 

important part of history without feeling undue pressure from organizations with a specific 

agenda. I am proud of my country, and I am proud of my country’s history, and I am grateful to 

be able to attend a school that ensures I learn these things. I hope that if passed, this bill will 

empower students across Ohio to learn about our nation’s true past, inspiring them to build a 

future that our founding fathers would be proud of. 

 

I want to thank the Representatives that introduced this bill and I want to thank the Committee 

for their consideration of this important matter. 

 

 

 


