Speech for the House Education Committee on HB 486
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 486, the Charlie Kirk American
Heritage Act.

This legislation recognizes something that our Founding generation knew instinctively—that a
Republic cannot survive without virtue, and virtue cannot endure without a moral foundation.
The Founders did not separate liberty from morality; they bound them together. In Federalist
No. 55, James Madison wrote that “republican government presupposes the existence of these
qualities in a higher degree than any other form.” He meant the moral qualities of the
people—the character shaped by faith, family, and the understanding that rights come not from
government but from our Creator.

When we teach students that religion—and specifically the influence of Christianity—played a
profound role in shaping America, we are not preaching; we are teaching history. HB 486
makes clear that this instruction is fully consistent with the First Amendment, and that
acknowledging the moral and religious foundations of our freedom is not “establishing a
religion,” but telling the truth .

In Federalist No. 2, John Jay called us a people “professing the same religion and attached to
the same principles of government.” That unity of moral purpose—what Washington later called
“the great pillars of human happiness”—is what this bill encourages our teachers to explain. HB
486 permits discussion of Washington’s Farewell Address, Franklin’s call for prayer at the
Constitutional Convention, and the influence of pastors like John Witherspoon and John Leland,
whose advocacy inspired Madison to secure the Bill of Rights .

In Federalist No. 10, Madison also warned that liberty itself is safest when citizens are guided by
conscience and virtue. The Founders never intended a sterile public square, scrubbed of every
reference to faith. They wanted education that produced not only learned minds but also upright
hearts. The Northwest Ordinance, which still governs Ohio’s founding principles, declares that
“religion, morality, and knowledge are necessary to good government.” HB 486 simply allows
our teachers and professors to bring that truth back into the classroom.

This bill does not mandate a curriculum, does not promote one faith over another, and does not
change existing law. It merely protects the right of educators to tell the full story—to show that
America’s moral compass was set by men and women who believed that liberty requires
self-restraint and gratitude to God.

And it bears the name of a man who lived and breathed that same conviction—Charlie Kirk.
Charlie dedicated his life to reminding young Americans that faith and freedom are inseparable;
that every person was created by God with purpose and worth; and that this country’s greatness
comes from a moral people who acknowledge that truth. He died doing what he loved—telling



people that God loves them, that He wants them to come to Him, and that their lives can have
meaning, direction, and purpose. HB 486 honors Charlie Kirk’s life’s work, and it stands as a
living tribute to the mission he championed. His organizations—Turning Point USA and Turning
Point Action—continue to carry that torch, inspiring millions of young Americans to live with faith,
courage, and conviction.

Today, as division and cynicism rise, we owe it to the next generation to remind them what
Madison, Hamilton, and Jay understood: that freedom is sustained by faith, reason, and virtue
acting together. HB 486 honors that vision—and Charlie Kirk’s legacy—by inviting students to
see how belief in divine justice shaped our Declaration, our Constitution, and our national
character.

Members of the Committee, | urge you to support House Bill 486—to preserve the liberty of
teachers to teach the truth about our heritage, and to help restore the moral confidence that first
gave life to this Republic.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I'd be glad to answer any questions.
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