November 11, 2025
Education Committee
Ohio House of Representatives

Dear Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and the members of the
House Education Committee:

My name is Robin Beth Schaer, I am a resident of Shaker Heights, and 1 am writing concerning HB
486, the Chatlie Kitk American Heritage Act. This bill would allow public school and university
teachers to promote the “positive influence of Christianity” on American history and culture — an
unnecessary and dangerous overreach that dictates a histotically inaccurate curriculum and
undermines the separation of church and state, '

As a Jew, a college professor, and the parent of a child in the Shaker Heights public schools, T am
truly dismayed our elected leaders would even consider this proposal. The U.S. and Ohio
Constitutions already allow teaching about religion in a neutral, historical way. HB 486 goes far
beyond that — it opens the door for government-endorsed religious instruction and a whitewashed
version of U.S. history that elevates one faith above all others.

The First Amendment contains parameters that mandate our government remain neutral regarding
religion: government can neither advance nor inhibit teligion, If our educators are confused about
observing those parameters — as proponents of this bill suggested — there are already numerous,
well-established resources that offer guidance on this matter. However, the goal of HB 486 is not to
eliminate confusion - the bill’s focus on teaching “positive” impacts of Christianity including the

~ bill’s 24 examples demonstrate its true goal of depicting Christianity in the most positive light while
deliberately avoiding any negative impacts, complications, or issues.

As part of a broad multifaith, multiracial democracy, we know that both religion and society floutish
when government remains neutral, This bill threatens that balance, marginalizing non-Christian
students and educators and erasing the full complexity of our shared history. Please reject this
divisive and unconstitutional legislation and stand for true religious freedom and unbiased education
for all Ohtoans.

Sincerely,
ok~ Retn Sthaer

Robin Beth Schaer
Shaker Heights, OH




