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To: House Education Committee 
Re: House Bill 486 – Interested Party Testimony 

From: Maxine Irvin 
November 12, 2025 

 
To: Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and 
members of the House Education Committee, thank you for this opportunity to provide 
Interested Party testimony on House Bill 486. 

Article 1, Section 7 of the Ohio Constitution states: no preference shall be given, by law, to 
any religious society; nor shall any interference with the rights of conscience be permitted. 
House Bill 486 appears to me to be a direct violation of that statement. The bill specifically 
mentions teaching Christianity in public schools. How is that not elevating one religion over 
all others? 

If that is not bad enough, it mentions teaching the good aspects of Christianity. This is 
extremely misleading because this bill is Chistian Nationalism attempting to hide behind 
more moderate aspects of Christianity. Who is to decide what are the good aspects of 
Christianity?  

One Christian group may think that dancing is a sin, while another welcomes dance. One 
Christian group forbid women from being ministers, while a diƯerent group welcomes 
women ministers.  

Why do they only want to teach only the good aspects of Christianity? I believe it is 
because the creators of this bill simply want an excuse to get Christianity into public 
schools, and then they can define what are good aspects to teach. Hate and racism is an 
integral part of White Supremacy, and Christian Nationalism. This bill is the pathway for 
Christian Nationalists to promote racism and hate in public schools, while claiming the 
moral high ground. This is gaslighting, wanting us to believe one thing, while their intentions 
are otherwise. 

Unfortunately, racism and hate have always existed. Those who created our constitution 
saw the danger in promoting one religion above all others and created laws to prevent this 
from happening. The introduction of this bill is another attempt to specifically try to 
infiltrate our public schools with Christian Nationalism and to indoctrinate children against 
their own beliefs and the beliefs of their families.  

Schools already instruct our children about the Puritans and other religions that exist or 
existed in our world. This bill is unnecessary, against the Ohio constitution, spreads 
misinformation and will only create an exclusionary environment in public schools. 
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As a citizen of Ohio, I want our children to get a balanced education without hate filled 
Christian Nationalist indoctrination. Christian Nationalism has no place in our public 
schools. 

Therefore, I request that this bill be rejected. 

Regards, 

Maxine Irvin 

 

 


