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Chairman Fowler Arthur, Ranking Member Brennan, and esteemed members of the Education 

Committee: 

 

My name is Emily Moreno. I serve as the Deputy Director of State Action and Executive 

Director of the Ohio Chapter at the America First Policy Institute. For over a decade I have been 

blessed to call Charlie Kirk a dear friend. We would trade ideas about policy drafts, campus 

battle plans, and the slow-motion erasure of truth from our classrooms. To watch his ideas—once 

scribbled in notebooks—become the Charlie Kirk American Heritage Act is a profound honor.   

 

But I’m not here to eulogize Charlie. I’m here to sound the alarm.   

 

We are one generation away from forgetting who we are.   

 

This bill does not mandate theology. It mandates honesty. It does not compel a single prayer. It 

unleashes a single truth. And Ohio must lead—because if we do not, the revisionists will 

complete the demolition they began when they quietly scrubbed Columbus Day from school 

calendars. Give it a handful of years, and the same activists will circulate petitions to rename the 

city of Columbus itself, because a Catholic explorer who sailed under the banner of Christ has 

been deemed “problematic.” That is not speculation. That is the pattern.   

 

H.B. 486 is the circuit-breaker.   

 

When teachers in Ohio open a unit on American history, they will finally be permitted—not 

required—to present the documented, verifiable role that Christianity played in forging our 

freedoms. They can point to the Mayflower Compact, a church covenant that birthed the first 

written framework of self-government on these shores. They can read aloud the Declaration of 

Independence’s appeal to “the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God,” without fear of a parent 

complaint or an administrator’s reprimand. They can quote George Washington in his Farewell 

Address declaring religion and morality “indispensable supports” of political prosperity and let 

students wrestle with what that means today.   

 

The bill supplies twenty specific historical moments—from the Pilgrims’ treaty with Native 

Americans to Martin Luther King Jr. invoking the Exodus narrative—so no educator has to guess 

whether a primary source is “safe.” These are not sermons. These are facts, and the legislation 

shields teachers who dare to teach them. The same permission extends to state university lecture 

halls, because truth does not expire at the high-school exit.   

 

Ohio cannot afford to wait. We no longer teach that the Northwest Ordinance—the legal seed of 

our statehood—proclaimed “Religion, morality, and knowledge” essential to good government. 

We no longer teach that the Black Robe Regiment, pastors who preached liberty from colonial 

pulpits, were branded by the British as the most dangerous men in America. We no longer teach 

that the Ten Commandments are etched into the very doors of the United States 

Supreme Court, because someone might take offense. This is not education. This is 

collective amnesia by design.   
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Charlie debated on hostile campuses—Berkeley, NYU, Kansas—surrounded by screaming 

crowds, and he never demanded a safe space. He lost donors, lost board members, lost sleep, 

but he never lost the argument, because he brought receipts. H.B. 486 is Charlie’s receipts 

in statute.   

 

Pass this bill for the eighth grader in Akron who deserves to know why his liberty exists. For the 

freshman at Ohio University who has never heard “In God We Trust” explained in context. For 

the history teacher in Dayton who is terrified to open the Pilgrims’ Bible in class.   

 

This is not about winning a culture war. This is about preventing a cultural surrender.   

 

Charlie Kirk did not just fight for truth. He lived it—at personal cost.   

 

Now it is our turn.   

 

Pass H.B. 486. Restore the truth. Save the country. 

 

Thank you. I welcome any questions. 


