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Ohio Association for Gifted Children

SB19 - Regards academic intervention, math improvement and intervention
Interested Party Testimony

February 24, 2026

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and the members of the Ohio House Education
Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written interested party testimony on SB19 - Regards academic
intervention, math improvement and intervention. My name is Angie Fugate. [ am the Gifted Coordinator for the
Miami County ESC and the President of the Ohio Association for Gifted Children (OAGC). I am encouraged by the
focus this legislation places on elevating math achievement across our state.

I commend this legislative body for the spirit of SB19. Promoting rigorous math skills is essential, and the intent to
ensure high-achieving students have access to advanced coursework is a vital step toward realizing the potential of
Ohio’s future workforce.

To ensure the bill’s implementation is as successful as its intent, [ wish to offer a perspective on three interconnected
areas where the language could be strengthened:

e Standardized Placement and Implementation (Page 62): While the bill tasks the Department of
Education and Workforce with providing guidance on student placement, I urge the committee to require
specific, standardized criteria. To ensure equity across all 611 school districts, placement decisions should
be based on objective, multi-faceted data and involve those with expertise in gifted education. This ensures
that a student’s opportunity for advancement is determined by their potential rather than their zip code.

e Structured Acceleration Pathways (Pages 60-61): The bill focuses on enrollment in Algebra I by the
eighth grade. However, to ensure students are truly ready for this rigor, we must look at the pathway
leading there. I recommend stronger language requiring districts to provide compacted or accelerated math
tracks, at minimum, in grades 6 and 7. Without these intentional bridges, we risk setting students up for
frustration rather than the advanced learning opportunities intended in the legislation.

e Targeted Professional Development (Pages 37-38): The pilot program for professional development is a
wonderful opportunity. I advocate for the inclusion of specific training on differentiation for high-potential
learners. For these advanced pathways to succeed, educators must be equipped with specialized strategies
such as providing depth, complexity, and rigor to effectively engage students who are already performing at
or above grade level.

By addressing these three pillars, placement, pathways, and professional support, this committee can ensure that
SB19 provides a clear and sustainable standard of excellence for every district in Ohio. I appreciate your dedication
to raising the bar for math instruction.

Thank you for considering my testimony.

Sincerely,
Angie Fugate
president@oagc.com



