Aiden Ryan’s Ohio Senate Bill 19 Testimony, Feb. 24, 2026

Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Aiden Ryan. I am a journalism student at
Ohio University studying political communications. I am incredibly excited to stand here today
and strongly support Senate Bill 19.

I grew up in Lorain County, Ohio. I attended the Ohio public school system. Now, I work to
enhance children’s access to education in the state with the Appalachian Children Coalition.
Members, we have a pervasive problem.

Young learners are consistently scoring poorly on statewide tests with no recourse to recover.

This bill takes the first steps to solve a critical issue by tutoring kids at least three days a week,
providing additional instruction time, and extending the school calendar. Requiring schools to
provide these services puts power back into the hands of our public-school systems to decide the
best outcomes to enhance student learning.

According to the Office of Assessment at the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce,
24% of third-grade students scored below limited proficiency on state ELA and math tests in the
spring of 2025. Nearly a quarter of Ohio’s children do not reach basic proficiency in state exams.
Nearly a quarter of third-grade children in the state cannot adequately demonstrate learning
outcomes.

Those outcomes have lasting results. We want to ensure the skills children learn in school today
influence their success years down the road. For example, only 82.3% of students at Lorain High
School graduated within four years. Literacy in English and math makes it easier to graduate and
gain access to higher education, vocational training, and workforce entry.

Math and reading are essential to elevate our state’s children. This bill is not just an investment
in them. For children from public schools in the city like me or those in rural Appalachia, this bill
is an investment in our state’s future.

I urge you to vote yes on this decisive bill. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

I will now take any questions you may have.



