Good morning, Chair Fowler-Arthur and members of the House Education Committee. My name
is Colleen Boyle, and | am a longtime educator in Central Ohio with the majority of my work
centered on supporting the needs of gifted and advanced learners.

| have been following SB19 and the varied testimony. | am writing with some thoughts about
the proposed legislation, specifically the section regarding advanced learning options in
mathematics

| agree that school districts need to offer advanced learning opportunities for students who are
ready for more of a challenge in math, including a pathway where ready 8th grade students can
access Algebra 1. However, | have significant concerns about the method of selecting students
to do so as outlined in the bill. Currently, the bill language indicates students who

score accomplished or advanced on their 7th grade state math tests should automatically be
placed in Algebra 1. This is problematic for a couple of reasons.

First, such a move from 7th grade math to Algebra 1 would have students completely skip Math
8. Ohio’s math standards are developed to be a continuum of sequential learning. Math 8
includes content students need to be successful in Algebra |, including instruction in linear
algebra skills not covered in the typical Algebra 1 curriculum. Yes, there are some students
who have enough prior knowledge of a grade level’s content and can make a full skip. Ohio has
the nation’s best acceleration policy already in place to accommodate those students, and
districts are already required by law to implement that policy. But that is the right move for just a
handful of students. What is appropriate for a larger group of students is for them to have a
compacted curriculum where they still learn all of the skills taught in each grade level, but they
do so at a faster pace. The most common practice is to teach three years of curriculum in two,
such as teaching Math 6, Math 7, and Math 8 while advanced students are in grades 6 and 7 so
they can take Algebra in 8th grade. Or, some districts teach Math 7, Math 8, and Algebra |
while students are in grades 7 and 8. This second option was actually one carefully laid out in
the math standards when Ohio’s Learning Standards in math were first introduced several years
ago.

The second issue is the use of accomplished or advanced on Ohio’s state tests as the criteria
for readiness. Ohio’s state tests are minimum tests of proficiency of grade level

standards. There are absolutely no items on those tests that indicate knowledge of above
grade level content or readiness for skipping a year of instruction. Additionally, according to
ODEW'’s technical reports for the state tests, students only need to accurately answer 60-65%
of the test questions correctly to score accomplished on the 7th grade test. Yes, you read that
correctly. In Ohio, we tell students who earn a score equivalent to a D on most grading scales
that they are accomplished. It would be irresponsible to have students who can answer just
over half of the items of a test of their current grade level completely skip the next full grade
level of instruction. The use of accomplished to automatically place students in any advanced
learning opportunities in mathematics is problematic. Such decisions should be based on data
from assessments designed to indicate readiness for advanced learning, not assessments of
bare minimum grade level proficiency.

My district has a history of success with early access to Algebra 1. We have developed a set of
criteria for placement in our compacted math program based on careful reflection of our
historical data. The criteria include six different score combinations with data from two types of
tests for automatic placement in the compacted math path. There are three different points in



time when student data is reviewed to scoop up newly eligible students. Students only need to
meet one of the six combinations at one of those points in time. Students are automatically
placed if they qualify, and parents have the ability to opt out rather than having to opt in. Our
goal is to include as many students as possible based on objective data - not subjective
opinions - while still ensuring students have the necessary skills to be successful. Our
compacted math combines standards for math 6, 7, and 8 during the 6th and 7th grade years so
students can take Algebra | in 8th grade. While most students enter this path as they enter 6th
grade, there are avenues for students to enter at grade 7 or 8. Students placed using our
criteria do very well. Students who were placed outside of that have struggled. If we had to
move to the criteria outlined in the law, we would see a drastic decline in student performance in
Algebra I.

I think you will find the vast majority of districts already, like mine, have a pathway by which
students can access Algebra | in 8th grade. So, | am not sure it needs to be included in this
legislation. However, if the committee does decide to maintain it, | strongly encourage you to
simply require districts to have a path by which advanced students can take Algebra | and to
create a set of objective criteria for automatic placement. Leave it at that. This way, districts
who already have successful compacted math pathways can continue as they are or, if
anything, may just need to tweak their placement criteria to be more objective and

automatic. Tiny districts who don’t have the number of students needed for a compacted math
class can rely on the state’s acceleration policy or offer concurrent enroliment in 7th and 8th
grade math, which was another option in the original math learning standards to help student
access Algebra 1 in 8th grade. Simplifying the requirement allows districts to choose an option
that works best for their population based on criteria that is meaningful and appropriate to the
placement.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Dr. Colleen Boyle
Ohio Educator



