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2/24/2026 

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the 
House Education Committee: 

My name is Devin Babcock and I serve as Senior Legislative Director for ExcelinEd in 
Action, a national non-profit organization focused on student-centered policies that 
improve education outcomes across the states.   

I come before you today to express ExcelinEd in Action’s strong support for SB 19. 

Math proficiency is a strong predictor of future earnings, and demand for math-related 
occupations will grow nearly 30% by 2031. The most recent NAEP scores indicate that the 
majority of Ohio students are not being set up for future success; Only 43% of Ohio 4th 
graders and 32% of 8th graders are at or above proficiency in mathematics.  

Senate Bill 19 takes a comprehensive, evidence-based approach to raising mathematics 
achievement and preparing all Ohio students to compete in a global economy.   

The bill requires the Department of Education and Workforce (DEW) to review and publish 
a list of high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) that are aligned to state standards and 
best practices. Adopting HQIM gives teachers access to proven content and assignments, 
reducing the need to search for or create materials that may not offer students the tools 
they need to succeed. SB 19 also directs DEW to develop a professional development 
course focused on math knowledge and calls for the State Board of Education to assess 
the math proficiency of new teachers who may teach math. Aligning this professional 
development to those high-quality materials is the key to giving educators the support they 
need to put Ohio’s kids in a position to succeed. Great instruction begins with quality 
materials and supported educators, and these provisions ensure that teachers have the 
skills and tools to provide high-quality math lessons.  

In addition to ensuring that all Ohio students receive quality instruction, SB 19 addresses 
the individual needs of students. The bill requires evidence-based interventions for 
students who demonstrate limited proficiency on state assessments, and districts must 
create math improvement and monitoring plans for each of these students. These plans 
must involve the people who know the student best: their classroom teacher and their 
parents. Well-informed parents should help ensure that all students are getting the 
supports they need. Screenings and interventions prevent small knowledge and skills gaps 
from becoming long-term learning barriers.  
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SB 19 also provides advanced math opportunities to high achieving individuals, allowing 
students to be placed in appropriately challenging math courses without barriers. Right 
now, too many students in Ohio are qualified to take algebra before ninth grade and being 
left behind. Ensuring access to these challenging courses will open new doors for students 
across Ohio.  

Strong math skills are a key to unlocking future opportunities and SB 19 is a huge step 
toward this for Ohio. I urge you to pass this legislation and position students for promising 
futures.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
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