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Chair Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan,
and members of the House Education committee — thank you for the
opportunity to testify today.

My name is Cassie Palsgrove, and | serve as Vice President of Strategic
Partnerships and Government Affairs at Ohio Excels, a nonpartisan
organization that unites Ohio’s business community to strengthen the
full education-to-workforce pipeline.

| am pleased to offer supportive testimony on Senate Bill 19 as passed
by the Senate.

Why Math Must Be a Priority
Ohio’s math outcomes demand urgent attention.

Statewide, 45% of Ohio students are not proficient in math, which
equates to roughly 721,000 across the state. Additionally, in recent
school years, dozens of school buildings reported zero students
proficient in fifth-grade math alone. Too many students are entering
high school without the foundational skills necessary for advanced
coursework, postsecondary success, or workforce readiness.

For Ohio employers, this is not just an education issue — it is a talent
pipeline issue. For students, it makes all the difference in being post-

secondary and workforce ready. Quantitative reasoning and problem-
solving are baseline workforce skills in today’s economy.

Senate Bill 19 seeks to close Ohio’s math achievement gaps through a
variety of means designed to serve Ohio’s students who are at the
highest and lowest performance levels.



Expanding Opportunity Through Advanced Coursework and Algebra |
First, Ohio Excels strongly supports the Algebra | auto-enrollment provision.

Seventh-grade students who score Accomplished or Advanced on the state math assessment
will be automatically enrolled in Algebra | in eighth grade, unless a parent opts out.

Each year, approximately 24,000 students demonstrate readiness at those levels, yet nearly half
are not enrolled in Algebra | in 8t grade. Aligning placement with demonstrated proficiency
expands access to advanced coursework and strengthens Ohio’s long-term talent pipeline.

Clear Proficiency Triggers and Targeted Improvement

Districts and community schools where 51% or fewer third-grade students score Proficient or
higher on the state math assessment must submit a Mathematics Achievement Improvement
Plan. This ensures that schools with persistent, building-level performance challenges develop
structured plans to improve instructional practices and outcomes.

Also, at the individual student level, the bill requires a Mathematics Improvement and
Monitoring Plan for students who score at the “Limited” performance level on the state math
assessment — meaning those demonstrating the most significant gaps in foundational skills.

These individual plans must:
o Engage parents directly
o |dentify targeted, evidence-based interventions, which are customizable based on what
best fits the students and the school
¢ Include ongoing progress monitoring
e May incorporate high-dosage tutoring where appropriate

Importantly, SB 19 also requires reporting on the number of students who qualify for
intervention services — defined as students demonstrating a limited level of skill — and how
many actually receive support. That transparency ensures students are not simply identified but
meaningfully served.

High-Quality Instructional Materials
The bill also strengthens transparency around math curriculum and intervention materials.

Districts must report the materials they use for math instruction and intervention. Research
consistently shows that high-quality, standards-aligned instructional materials are one of the
strongest drivers of improved achievement. SB 19 does not mandate a specific curriculum, but
it does create visibility into what is being used — an important step toward scaling what works.
It is also intentional about ensuring interventions are aligned with core classroom instruction,
which is an evidence-based best practice.



Teacher Licensure and Math Competency
Strong materials must be paired with strong instruction.

SB 19 ensures that elementary teacher licensure includes a defined level of math competency
that is designed to be supportive not punitive. Teachers not reaching this level of math
competency will have additional opportunities to demonstrate their competency and are able
to teach content outside math. Requiring teacher candidates to demonstrate subject-matter
proficiency in math reinforces that teaching mathematics is a core responsibility, not an
afterthought.

Improving student math outcomes must begin with ensuring educators are prepared to deliver
high-quality instruction.

Conclusion

Senate Bill 19 represents a thoughtful, multi-layered approach to improving math achievement
in Ohio by:

e Establishing clear proficiency triggers for action

¢ Providing structured intervention for students at the Limited level

¢ Increasing transparency around curriculum and services

e Strengthening teacher content competency

e Expanding access to rigorous coursework

On behalf of Ohio’s business community, we believe SB 19 strengthens Ohio’s competitiveness
and prepares more students for success beyond high school.

Thank you for your time and leadership. | am happy to answer any questions.
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