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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and the members of the 
Ohio House Education Committee,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written interested party testimony on SB 19 - 
Regards academic intervention, math improvement and intervention.  My name is Abbie 
Sigmon and I am the executive director of the Ohio Association for Gifted Children.  First, I 
want to commend Senator Brenner and this legislative body for addressing Ohio’s ongoing 
math and numeracy crisis.  Research consistently shows that appropriately accelerated 
students experience strong academic gains and long-term benefits in STEM readiness. 

Simply stated, not every student who tests accomplished or advanced on their state 
assessment is a gifted student.  And, in a state where gifted identification is mandated and 
gifted services are not, I urge caution in the implementation of the eighth-grade algebra 1 
guarantee section of this legislation.  

To strengthen SB19 while maintaining its original intent, OAGC recommends the following: 

• Require a review process before final placement into eighth-grade algebra 1.  Many 
districts currently use acceleration teams to evaluate student placement, and 
individualized review would ensure a collaborative determination of readiness.  

• Require the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce to provide guidance to 
districts on monitoring student progress after acceleration to ensure continued 
success. 

• Require the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce to provide clear guidance 
to districts on serving gifted students in accelerated classrooms. This legislation 
should not erode already sparse gifted services in Ohio.  

Ohio has long been a national leader in gifted education policy.  With thoughtful 
refinement, SB19 can expand access to advanced mathematics while maintaining the 
individualized, research-based approach that supports student well-being and long-term 
success.   
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Thank you for considering my testimony.  Please do not hesitate to use the Ohio 
Association for Gifted Children as a resource as you continue deliberations regarding this 
legislation.   

Sincerely, 
Abbie Sigmon 
executivedirector@oagc.com 


