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Chairwoman Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and members of
the Education Committee, thank you for hearing my testimony in support of HB 531, the School
Chaplain Act.

My name is Lydia Elaine Pleiman. | am here today both in my personal capacity as a school
board member and as a military spouse.

In both roles, | have witnessed what happens when young people carry burdens that feel too
heavy to hold alone.

In my community of Tipp City, we recently endured the tragic loss of someone | personally knew
for over 20 years — a beloved teacher and coach, Ashley Flynn. In moments like that, students
are not simply processing information. They are processing grief, fear, confusion, and questions
about meaning. They are asking not just “How do | cope?” but sometimes “Why did this
happen?”

School counselors do extraordinary and important work. They are trained professionals who
provide academic guidance, mental health services, and crisis intervention. Nothing in HB 531
replaces or diminishes that role.

But chaplains provide something different.

HB 531 is permissive, not mandatory. It allows, but does not require, local school boards to
utilize volunteer chaplains. Those chaplains must pass background checks, must be certified by
a recognized endorsing agency, and most importantly, parental consent is required before a
minor student may receive chaplain services.

These are meaningful guardrails.

Because these are volunteer positions, the bill does not require districts to hire additional staff or
allocate new funding. In a time when districts are managing tight budgets, that distinction
matters.

Chaplains do not diagnose. They do not replace licensed staff. They do not grade, discipline, or
preach. Their role is to listen, to support, to provide spiritual care when requested, and to help
students reflect on character: compassion, honesty, resilience, forgiveness, and peaceful
conflict resolution.



As a military spouse, | have seen chaplains walk alongside families during deployment,
uncertainty, and loss. They offer presence. They offer hope. They serve without coercion. They
meet families where they are.

Ohio would not be a testing ground for this policy. States such as Texas, Florida, and Louisiana
have already enacted similar legislation, and 11 additional states have introduced comparable
bills. We are not stepping into the unknown; we are observing how this framework operates
elsewhere and applying those lessons responsibly. National sentiment reflects that readiness. A
2025 Associated Press—NORC poll found that 58% of Americans believe it is acceptable for
chaplains to provide support services in public schools. Ohio has the opportunity to move
forward thoughtfully, grounded in both experience and public support.

This bill does not establish a religion. It does not favor a denomination. It does not require
participation. It simply allows local boards, with parental consent and oversight, to make another
layer of voluntary support available.

Our students are whole people. They have intellectual needs. They have emotional needs. And
for many families, they have spiritual needs.

Counselors are important. Chaplains are different.

And in moments of tragedy, like the one my community in Tipp City is still walking through,
students do not always need another program. Sometimes they need a steady presence. A
listening ear. A reminder that they are not alone.

This bill simply allows that option to exist.

Thank you, Chairwoman Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and
members of the committee. | respectfully urge your support of House Bill 531 and welcome any
questions you may have.



