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Kimberly Yoak, Ph.D.

Summit Mathematics Education Enterprises, LLC
5314 Park Vista Court

Stow, OH 44224

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the
Education Committee:

Thank you for allowing me to testify as an interested party regarding Senate Bill 19, regarding
school mathematics programs and intervention services.

I have been a mathematics educator for 29 years and a leader of professional learning in
multiple districts in northeast Ohio for the last 22 years. In those 22 years, | have co-taught in
over 2,700 mathematics classes in K-12, and | have worked with teachers and leaders in
hundreds of professional meetings. | have watched educators work with students and each
other toward a goal of providing high quality learning experiences for all. | am also a past
president and immediate past executive director of the Ohio Council of Teachers of
Mathematics. Although officially | represent myself today, my testimony reflects comments that
dozens of mathematics leaders have shared about this bill during the last few months in
meetings with two networks in northeast Ohio, representing thousands of educators and
students; my testimony also reflects recent discussions with all presidents of the Ohio Council of
Teachers of Mathematics from the last 12 years.

| truly appreciate that the legislature wishes to support students’ learning and growth in
mathematics. | applaud the goal of providing “integrated student supports” as described
in lines 1833-1837 in the bill as passed by the Senate. | urge the legislature to work with the
Ohio Department of Education and Workforce to apply this student-centered,
community-focused approach to all education policies and practices.

I have four additional brief points to share with this committee today.

First: Since this bill addresses many aspects of mathematics education in Ohio, |
recommend that this committee amend the bill to include the definition of mathematics in
Ohio’s Math Plan, published in 2025 by the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce:
“The Department defines mathematics as the human activity of reasoning and problem-solving
with numbers, quantities, patterns, and shapes. Mathematics is a powerful tool for
communication, critical thinking, understanding the world, and solving real-world problems.” The
document emphasizes that these aspects of mathematics are important for college, careers,
economic well-being, personal finance, and participating effectively in society. This description
of mathematics should guide all decisions that shape teaching and learning in Ohio, including
what constitutes a “high-quality core curriculum” (line 1955 in the bill), “evidence-based math
intervention programs” (line 1957), and the “student academic intervention template” (line 1700).



Second: Related to the mathematics improvement monitoring plans for individual students, |
support the provision in lines 1738-1739 that districts may use a “locally approved opportunity”
for intervention that aligns with best practice. Local control is essential in decisions that
impact young people because district stakeholders know their children best. In addition,
we know that long-term, deep investments in people and programs yield better outcomes.
However, this bill would provide little additional funding to schools or districts for this student
support. We know that teachers are the most important factors in students’ learning. |
recommend that the legislature invest in funding for professional development to
support intervention, such as that offered by Integrow Numeracy Solutions or Math For
All from the EDC, which provides professionals with additional, research-based training
to diagnose students’ challenges and support students at early ages and beyond. With
this kind of professional learning, we would likely see far more positive impacts for students than
we would by assigning students to 50 hours of work online, as the bill would also allow.

Third: The provisions in the bill that are related both to mathematics improvement monitoring
plans and advanced learning opportunities state that these supports should be provided based
on a single state assessment score for a given student. | recommend that we do better for
our students and go beyond using a single test score. The American Psychological
Association, in its Guidelines for Psychological Assessment and Evaluation (2020), writes:
“Psychologists understand that test instruments are not typically used as singular measures but
rather are integrated with other standard measures as well as nonstandardized yet valuable
data points”, such as interviews, checklists, and reviews of other relevant artifacts like the
student’s work in class. The National Center for Education Statistics, in its Forum Guide to
Taking Action with Education Data, writes: “Data users should avoid jumping to a conclusion
based on a single piece of data without being sure they understand the context of the data.
When you evaluate data, think about complementary information that paints a richer picture of a
student’s education experience.” The Iris Center at Vanderbilt University notes that “On any
given day, a student’s performance might or might not be an accurate reflection of their
knowledge and skills.” We should use multiple sources of information for determining
whether a student qualifies for additional support or opportunities, especially if
additional support is to take place for a minimum of 50 hours.

Fourth: My colleagues across the state and | are greatly concerned about the provision in
the bill that would place any student scoring advanced or accomplished on the
seventh-grade state mathematics assessment in Algebra 1 in eighth grade. You have
already heard testimony from others that echoes this concern. In working with many districts, |
have seen teachers and school leaders determine that one test score is insufficient to determine
a student’s placement, and they have worked to create more comprehensive sets of criteria that
take into account each student’s strengths and needs. Further, when students move directly
from seventh-grade mathematics to Algebra 1, they miss a full year of content, and we have
seen that this directly impacts their ability to succeed and thus their confidence in both Algebra

1 and high school Geometry, which of course set the stage for more advanced mathematics.
Also, it is important to know that to score at the accomplished level on state mathematics
assessments (which also applies to the provisions in this bill for advanced learning opportunities
in grades 3 and up), a student must earn between 50% and 70% of the points, depending on



the grade level or course. It is reasonable to question whether a student scoring at this level
should be automatically eligible for advanced learning opportunities the following year. Again, |
recommend that districts use a multi-faceted set of criteria to place students in Algebra 1
and other advanced opportunities.

To conclude: | ask you to consider my four recommendations and to consider the likely
impacts of the provisions of Senate Bill 19 on the young people whom you strive to
support. | encourage the legislature and the Department of Education and Workforce to
study what districts such as Hilliard City, Green Local (Summit County), Mentor
Exempted Village, Aurora City, Lakota Local (Butler County), Mason City, and Athens City
have done to achieve high performance indices in mathematics and/or excellent value-added
data. These districts use textbooks and/or intervention systems that focus on students’
mathematical thinking and that align with the Department’s definition of mathematics that |
quoted earlier. School leaders have also provided teachers with ongoing, collaborative
professional learning that builds teachers’ capacity to support students in the long term.

| urge you to gather input from representatives of the thousands of teachers and school
leaders who would be charged with enacting this legislation if it were to pass, as well as
students and families who would be impacted. The Ohio Council of Teachers of
Mathematics, the Ohio Associations of Elementary and Secondary School Administrators, the
Ohio School Boards Association, and the Ohio PTA would be excellent organizations from which
to gather information. It is vital that you are aware of logistical and financial circumstances that
could prevent these proposals from having the outcomes that you envision.

| am glad to speak further; please contact me using the information in the Witness Information
Form. Thank you for your leadership and your service to Ohioans of all ages.



