Chairwoman Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and members
of the Education Committee, thank you for hearing my testimony supporting H.B. 531, The
School Chaplain Act. Here is why.

Mental Health Support for Students and Staff

As a pastor in the Dublin community and Chaplain for the Dublin Police Department and a
member of the DEI committee for Dublin Public Schools, | have been in several public
meetings with school leaders, Dr. John Marshausen, our District Superintendent and the
Chief of Police, Justin Paez. They report a high need for mental health and relational
support for our students. Inthe recent past upwards of three hundred students have
considered suicide. To respond to these mental health needs 25 teachers were given
additional training for mental health but the need is still overwhelming. |just spoke last
Friday morning to students at Coffman High School who are involved with Fellowship of
Christian Athletes and afterwards | spoke to the police officer assigned to Coffman. What
he shared with me surprised and shocked me. He indicated that many students are
struggling with issues that would overwhelm all of us.

The Need for Healthy Relationships with Mother or Father Substitutes

As we were talking a young female student came up to ask for a donut from what was left
over from my talk. The officer said she has deeply difficult issues she is facing. While one
officer in a school of two thousand can provide some relational support, the addition of a
mature, volunteer Chaplain would give many students that needed father or mother figure
thatis often missing. We know that half of Ohio families are single parent families. So, the
need for substitute fathers or mothers is critical. | can tell you as a pastor over almost 40
years’ experience that half of the people issues | deal with are connected to a father or
mother relationship of some kind.

The Need for a Spirit of Community Regardless of Religious Affiliation

| also serve part-time for Ohio Health as a Chaplain at Dublin Methodist Hospital and | have
witnessed firsthand the help it is for both patients, family, and medical staff when a
Chaplain is available as additional relational support. | think the same would happen for
students, staff, and parents in our public schools. | have experienced firsthand that this
relational support is not limited to a particular denomination or even religion. | have been
able to help people who have different beliefs than | do. Strangely, | have come across
young people, even doctors, who ask me, “what is a Chaplain”. Part of thisis dueto a
removal or challenge to morality and a negative view of religion from some of our public
education. Yet this very removal of a moral and spiritual life has left our students and
teachers with no secure foundation when dealing with the difficult storms of life. When |



explain what a Chaplain does, | get a response of “that would be helpful”. Itis known that if
ayoung person asks Al about their thoughts of suicide that some of the responses will
affirm their thoughts. Justyesterday | recommended a counselor to help a family where the
teen tried to commit suicide because his parents took away his cell phone privileges.
Thankfully, Dublin has greatly reduced cell phone use in school and moved toward
strengthening relational skills. They have already seen improvement in the students and a
reduction in depression and conflicts.

Thank you, Chairman Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and
members of the committee. | am happy to answer any questions you have at this time.
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