
 
 
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice chair Odioso and Ranking Member Brennan,  
 
My name is Deacon Nick Bates, and I am serving as the interim execuCve director of the Ohio 
Council of Churches. The Ohio Council of Churches has served this state for more than 100 years 
as a movement toward unity, jusCce, and peace. We currently represent ChrisCan communiCes 
across 23 judicatory bodies.   
 
The Ohio Council of Churches supports the work of chaplains in society, but has concerns about 
HB 531 and we rise today as an interested party to recommend that the legislaCon look to 
Ohio’s rules and guidance on chaplains in prisons and hospitals.  
 
Chaplains provide an important service in our military, hospitals, and prisons by offering 
guidance and support on issues related to life and death, guilt and forgiveness, and much more. 
Government in the US has recognized the need for chaplains in prisons, hospitals and the 
military, because people are confined to those spaces. To allow the free exercise of religion, 
chaplains are provided. This is why it is not a violaCon of the 1st amendment for chaplains to 
serve in those seWngs.  
 
As I talk to chaplains throughout Ohio, one thing became clear – it is their training that unites 
them in purpose – not their theological beliefs. It is through this training that equips a Muslim 
chaplain to minister to ChrisCans and vice versa. HB531 only requires two things – endorsement 
from a religious body and the ability to pass a background check. Frankly, I meet these 
requirements to be defined as a chaplain under this bill. We can’t lower standards for our kids. 
 
In society we must raise the standards, now lower them, for anyone who will be placed into a 
care posiCon over children1.  
 
Clinical Pastoral EducaCon or CPE is a key component of the training required for chaplaincy. 
The skillset required to minister in a seWng like a prison, hospital, or military is more than what 
many of us receive in seminary. Most Masters of Divinity programs require only a single unit of 
CPE. But to become a board-cerCfied chaplain requires 4 units of CPE2 and similarly ODRC 
requires a full year of CPE3 to be hired as a chaplain in our prisons.  
 
Through CPE requirements, it allows public bodies to provide proper oversight without 
discriminaCon based on theology or ideology. The first amendment to the US ConsCtuCon 
forbids this chamber or any school district from weighing the quality of different religious 
bodies. Does cerCficaCon by the Church of the Flying SpagheW Monster qualify? How about the 

 
1 Ma)hew 19:14 says ‘let the children come to me.’ From this text and others, Chris@ans can assume an affirma@ve duty of care for the children 
of society.  
2 h)ps://www.apchaplains.org/bcci-site/becoming-
cer@fied/#:~:text=To%20become%20a%20Board%20Cer@fied%20Chaplain%20(BCC)%2C,competence**%20Demonstrate%20competence%20in
%2029%20chaplaincy%20skills  
3 h)ps://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/chaplain-20028331-at-ohio-department-of-rehabilita@on-and-correc@on-odrc-4375262420/  

https://www.apchaplains.org/bcci-site/becoming-certified/#:~:text=To%20become%20a%20Board%20Certified%20Chaplain%20(BCC)%2C,competence**%20Demonstrate%20competence%20in%2029%20chaplaincy%20skills
https://www.apchaplains.org/bcci-site/becoming-certified/#:~:text=To%20become%20a%20Board%20Certified%20Chaplain%20(BCC)%2C,competence**%20Demonstrate%20competence%20in%2029%20chaplaincy%20skills
https://www.apchaplains.org/bcci-site/becoming-certified/#:~:text=To%20become%20a%20Board%20Certified%20Chaplain%20(BCC)%2C,competence**%20Demonstrate%20competence%20in%2029%20chaplaincy%20skills
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/chaplain-20028331-at-ohio-department-of-rehabilitation-and-correction-odrc-4375262420/


Neo-American Church that preaches LSD and cannabis a part of their religious sacraments? 
What about a church that seeks to provide alcohol to children? What about Dudism that 
celebrates ‘The Dude’ from the Big Lebowski?  
 
Without a CPE or board cerCficaCon requirement, this legislaCon will require any school district 
that welcomes ‘chaplains’ into their building to welcome these individuals as long as they can 
pass a background check. There is no way for the school administraCon to limit or control what 
they say or how they do their work once they are granted access. Any aaempt to limit religious 
volunteers from proclaiming their beliefs would likely invite lawsuits. The pre-requisite of CPE or 
board cerCficaCon can provide a stronger oversight to guarantee that individuals are prepared 
to actually provide the desired support and not proselyCzaCon or worse.  
 
In closing, the Church has done a poor job in protecCng the most vulnerable of society.4 A 
background check can help a school district and our churches avoid clear legal liability, but it 
doesn’t actually protect children. Our job as faith leaders (and civil society leaders) should be to 
protect children.  We have seen far too many people use guilt and fear to manipulate people, to 
exploit posiCons of authority and power for money and control. We have seen entrusted youth 
leaders take advantage of young people through physical and sexual abuse. As conversaCons 
conCnue in this commiaee about how to meet all the needs of all our students, we must raise 
the bar and the standards in society not lower them for the sake of our children.  
 
I strongly urge this chamber to be be cauCous and prudent in any process that opens children 
up to more abuse and manipulaCon.  
 
Thank you and I’d be happy to answer any quesCons.   

 
4 Ma)hew 25 clearly calls on not only followers of Jesus but all in society to care for those who are called the least of these.  


