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Chair Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opposition testimony on House Bill
531 on behalf of the Ohio School Counselor Association.

I would like to start by expressing my appreciation to the sponsor for their specific recognition of the
essential work school counselors provide to Ohio students. Our opposition to this bill is not reflective
of our support for the role faith has for many of our students and families, but of our position of the
importance for students to have access to licensed professionals who are specifically trained and
accountable for meeting the mental health needs of each and every student. School counselors undergo
extensive training to support the whole child through academic, career, and emotional support. We are
qualified to deliver a comprehensive school counseling program to each and every student that focuses
on prevention, intervention, and responsive services.

House Bill 531 would allow districts to create non-uniform policies allowing volunteer chaplains to
offer broad scope of services that would lack standardized accountability, unlike those provided by
school counselors who are evaluated against set state standards. We question whether the training and
credentials for school chaplains will be in alignment with the requirements of educators under federal
and state law. Will school chaplains be held to the same standards of mandated reporting regarding
child abuse, harm to self, and harm to others? Will they be held to the same standards in reporting
bullying and credible threats? Will they be held to the same standards of parental rights as enacted
under HB 8 to ensure parents are notified of significant changes to a student’s physical, mental or
emotional well-being? Will they be required to undergo the same ongoing and mandated training as
licensed educators to ensure the safety of students?

We also have questions as to how school chaplain services will be managed. The bill is not clear as to
whether school chaplains will be considered representatives of the school or if they will be providing
service independently. It also does not address the potential liability schools may face in situations of
negligence. Lastly, it does not account for the added administrative impact that will be placed on
schools, often times school counselors, in obtaining parental consents, monitoring student access to the
chaplain and addressing the concerns that may be raised that the chaplain is not equipped to address.

Because school counselors strive to serve each and every student, we also have concerns that schools
who opt into volunteer chaplain services will not be able to equally represent all practicing religions in
their student population, leaving students to feel left out.

We recognize the bill’s intention is to help alleviate the burdens of schools in addressing student
mental health needs, but instead would advise this committee address these needs by further
supporting the educational professionals who are already in the schools through considerations such as
mandated ratios, job descriptions that emphasize direct services to students, and re-evaluations of state
regulations that create burdensome administrative overload.
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It is for these reasons that we respectfully request that the members of this committee vote no on
House Bill 531.

Sincerely,

Qhowse P,

Mr. Shawn Grime

Executive Director

Ohio School Counselor Association
shawngrime@ohioschoolcounselor.org
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