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​Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and Members of the House​
​Education Committee, thank you for this opportunity to provide opposition testimony on SB 19.​
​The Ohio Federation of Teachers (OFT) represents teachers in traditional and charter schools,​
​support staff, higher education faculty and staff, library employees, and social workers.​

​We share the goal of improving both math and English language arts achievement for Ohio​
​students. Strong skills in these subjects are essential to students’ long term success, and​
​educators across the state are already working hard to help students grow academically.​
​However, the approach outlined in this legislation raises serious concerns. As written, the bill​
​places significant new unfunded mandates on schools while also increasing the risk of​
​overidentifying students for intervention based on limited measures. For these reasons, we​
​oppose the bill in its current form.​

​The bill creates new mandates for schools and districts without clearly providing the resources​
​needed to carry them out with fidelity. Requirements for intervention services and additional​
​improvement and monitoring plans to what is already mandated by state law, will require​
​significant time from educators. Teachers are already facing large class sizes, increased​
​bureaucracy, and staffing cuts. With the state still falling short of fully funding public education,​
​districts are already being forced to make difficult decisions about how to stretch limited​
​resources. Adding extensive new responsibilities without dedicated funding will make it more​
​difficult for educators to focus on the crucial work of teaching students.​

​The current version of the bill also identifies students for intervention based on a single test​
​score. As written, students who score “limited” on a state assessment in ELA or math, or who​
​score below grade level on a math diagnostic assessment, would automatically qualify for​
​intervention services. This means a student could be identified based on the results of one test​
​taken on one day, offering only a snapshot rather than a full picture of that student’s abilities in​
​the subject. In the bill, as originally introduced, a student could be exempt from intervention if​
​they earned at least a “C” in the subject and scored at or above grade level on the two most​
​recent diagnostic assessments. Restoring that flexibility would help reduce the risk of identifying​
​more students for intervention than truly need it.​

​We all want to see Ohio students succeed. Achieving that goal will require thoughtful​
​collaboration with educators, realistic expectations for schools, and the resources necessary to​
​support meaningful improvement that lasts. For these reasons, we urge lawmakers to​
​reconsider this approach and work with educators to develop solutions that are effective and​
​sustainable.​


