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Chair Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennen, and members of the House 
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on House Bill 
531 on behalf of the Ohio chapter of the National Association of Social Workers. 
 
While NASW Ohio can appreciate the bill and sponsor’s intention of desiring more support for 
Ohio’s students, we firmly believe that this support should come from licensed clinicians who are 
trained specifically in this area and are whom are held to a state licensing board for set standards, 
scope of practice, and disciplinary action and monitoring as needed. NASW Ohio does not seek to 
diminish the importance that faith has for some students and their families, but simply 
understands the importance of professionals who are well-trained, accountable, and seek to serve 
every student.   
 
School social workers and counselors receive extensive training and licensure with mandatory 
continuing education to be able to support all children from all backgrounds and beliefs through all 
of their life stages. NASW Ohio has concerns that school chaplains lack the formal knowledge and 
training that is required to deal with mental health emergencies and concerns and other various 
sensitive topics. While having the chaplains undergo a background check is a great start, will the 
chaplains be required to receive training or credentialing similar to that of teachers or school social 
workers and counselors?  
 
There is also concern about mandatory reporting requirements. ORC 2151.421 A(4)(a) states that 
clerics designated by a church, religious society, or faith acting as a leader, official, or delegate, or 
in an official or professional capacity, must report known or suspected child abuse – but HB 531 
clearly labels the school chaplains as volunteers, not necessarily acting in “official capacity”, 
leaving questions as to their requirement to report child abuse and neglect. There is also question 
of whether these chaplains will be subject to the same reporting requirements established under 
HB 8 as, again, they are not necessarily school staff.  
 
As the chaplains are not school staff and would be volunteers, who is responsible for their 
oversight? Are they representatives of the school or of a church or simply independent? What 
services are they allowed to perform in the school? They are no limitations or guidelines laid out in 
the bill so will there be protections against proselytizing in schools or limitations on anti-LGBTQ+ 
rhetoric or religiously-based advice on sex or equitable faith representation for students who aren’t 
Christian?  
 
In 2024, the Association of Professional Chaplains (APC) and the Board of Chaplaincy Certification, 
Inc (BCCI) both declared in a written statement1 that they oppose legislation like this, stating “the 
proposed legislation does not require the chaplain to have the proper professional credentials to 
serve in such sensitive environments like the public school system.” --- “Chaplains serving schools, 
particularly public education where they will encounter vulnerable children with diverse faiths and 
backgrounds, should be scrutinized with requirements similar to teachers, social workers, and 

 
1 https://www.apchaplains.org/news/apc-board-statement-on-school-chaplain-
legislation/#:~:text=We%2C%20at%20the%20Association%20of,like%20the%20public%20school%20syste
m.  
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school counselors”. --- “In our evaluation, a short online training course if insufficient for what is 
needed to serve as a professional chaplain” 
 
If even the certifying body and the professional association for chaplains are opposed to this bill 
and bills like it, why should we not follow their lead? Ohio students deserve support from 
professionals who are specifically trained, licensed, and overseen by the state to meet their needs. 
 
We ask that you VOTE NO on HB 531. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Liam Strausbaugh 
National Association of Social Workers – Ohio Chapter 


