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Chairman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, and Members of the
Committee:

My name is Amanda Fontana, and I submit this testimony as a mother, an elected school board member, a
professor, and a Master-level Social Worker (MSW). My background in social work involves rigorous
academic and clinical training in human behavior, crisis intervention, and child safety. While I deeply
appreciate the committee’s focus on the adolescent mental health crisis, my professional expertise and my
duties as a school board member compel me to firmly oppose H.B. 531.

This legislation, as written, creates a dangerous bypass of the established safety, ethical, and professional
standards that currently protect Ohio’s students. The most pressing concern is the erosion of mandated
reporting standards. As a Master-level social worker, I have been trained to identify the subtle clinical
markers of abuse, neglect, and suicidal ideation that a layperson would likely miss. We are legally and
ethically held to a high standard of mandatory reporting that ensures immediate intervention. H.B. 531
allows volunteers to serve in sensitive roles without this specialized training or state-recognized
certification, creating a "blind spot" where a child’s cry for help may not trigger the legally required
response necessary to keep them safe.

Furthermore, we must distinguish between spiritual support and clinical care. Students today face
complex traumas and severe mental health challenges that require intervention from providers bound by
strict professional ethics, legal confidentiality, and FERPA regulations. Introducing unregulated
volunteers into this space risks providing unqualified counseling that may inadvertently cause harm or
delay the professional clinical treatment these students desperately need. From my perspective as a
professor, policy must be rooted in evidence-based practice; however, the data cited by proponents of
this bill has not been subjected to independent, peer-reviewed academic study.

Finally, as an elected school board member, I am tasked with maintaining the safety of our students and
the legal stability of our district. H.B. 531 relies on "ecclesiastical endorsement," a subjective standard
that lacks the standardized oversight of a state-governed board. This bill forces districts to accept
immense liability for volunteers who lack training in trauma-informed care and bullying intervention. We
should instead prioritize expanding funding for school social workers and counselors who possess the
training and accountability necessary to safeguard our youth.

I ask this committee to prioritize student safety and professional standards by voting no on H.B. 531.
Respectfully,
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